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Wational Doavd of Fhealth,

WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 7, fc&)f(/f.-
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The National Board of Health desires, through the medium of
this circular-letter, to I'L_fi'-.'i' information of its '.?t'_‘_t'itll-l.i-".:l“.lill, ol the
objeets which it is designed to accomplish, and of its proposed
methods of performing its prescribed duoties. The act establishing

this Board passed Congress March 4th, 1879, and 1s as follows :

AN ACT to prevent the introduction of infections or contngious diseases into the

United States, and to establish o National Board of Health,

There shall be established a National Board of Health to consist
of seven members, to be appointed by the President, by and with
the advice and consent of the SBenate, not more than one of whom
shall be appoiuted from any one State, whose compensation, during
the time when actually engaged in the performance of their duties
ander this act, shall be ten dollars per diem each and reasonable
expenses, ;Illl] of one ]III.'EI_-|I'i|: oflicer of the -II'I.l']llI".'., e 'IIII.'IZ|-|1'I|.|
officer of the Navy, one medical oflicer of the Marine Hospital Ser-
vice, and one officer from the Department of Justice, to be detailed
by the Secretaries of the several Departments and the Attorney
General, respectively, and the officers so detailed shall receive no
compensation. Said Board shall meet in Washington within thirty
{[;11-.,'_4 after [||l- passagce of 1]|i.:-. act, :|1||| ':n 1'|."l.-:|:h|'.-llllu'lHII o 1']-¢l"n'n.]lt'!'t'
from time to time upon notice from the president of the Board, who
is to be chosen by the members thereof, or upon its own adjourn-
ments, and shall frame all rules and regulations authorized or re-
quired by this act, and shall make or cause to be made such special
examinations and investigations at any place or places within the




[-:II:IE--n] states, or ol !II.II'I'ilfll ;ll:-l'l--_ ils I|:|l'_".' 1y il .|Jl--'. n) iI":li 1
the excention of this aet and the promotion of its ohjects,

The duties of the National Board of Health shall be to obtain
information upon all matters attecting the |-|||-1.:.' |.;-:||'.|:.I, {0 .L-!-.'E_.c--
the severa]l Departments of the Government, the executives ob the
geveral :";EZL|I'.".,‘|l||'I e Clommissioners of the Digtrict of Columbia,
on all guestions aubimitted vy them, or whenever 1in the "E-'El'i'“' of
the Board such adviee may tewd to the pres rvation and unproves
ment of the sullice henlth.,

The Board of Health with the assistance of the Academy
,‘-L..-i_.-“_.-.-1 wlinel 15 I|-.-|'1-|-I'.' 1" ||||._-:,,._-.| and directed to -:‘||-||||-.-|'.|‘.1' with
them for that purpose, shall report to Cloneregs ot 18 noxt Sess10T 5
full statement of itz transactions, together with a plan tor a nadional
public health orgamization, which plan :-nl:Li'! b prepa ed after con-
sultation with the principal sanitary organizations and Phic saniiarians

of the sevornl States of Lha United States, .-=;--.-r:~|.| attention bein:

siven to the subject of quarantine, both maritime and nland, and
It ! |

eapeciully a8 1o reernlations which should be established between

State or loeal systems of quarantine and & pational quarantine sye-
CETHL.

The membership of the Board of Health, constituted ander this
aot. is as follows: Dr. Prestox H. Bauunacag, U, 8. Marine [los
pital service ; Dr. Sasven M. Bemiss, of Lounisiana; Dr. Hexry L
Bowpiren. of Massachusetts ; Dr. Joux 8, Bintixnas, United States
Armv: Dr Jasmes L. CaggrL, of Virginia; Dr. Hosuer A, Joux-
cox. of Tlinois: Dr. Koserr W. MircueiL, of Tennessee; Sad'n
F. PrinLies. Solicitor General; Dr, Stepnex Saity, of New York
Dr. Tuomas J. Turser, United States Navy ; Dr. Toniio 80 VERDI,
of the District of Columbia

The Bourd held its first meeting on the 2Zd of Apnl, and organ
saod v the election of the following officers : President, Dr. Janes
0 G -.I|:|-:: L Viee-President, Dr. Jonx 8. Biuuxas ; Secretary, L,
Tuomas J. Turser: with Dr. Steenex Ssrrn, and P, H. Ban
Hache as Exeentive Committee,

[t will be pereeived that, by the act eatablishing a National Board
of Health, the functions of that body are in no sense executive, but
chiefly -----|-|---|-;ui'.'-- il .l.'\-i.'-:.'\-lll'l'\.. | .

The special duties indicated are three fold, viz: 1. The 1*.|.-|1.!||-
fion of -|_l'l."-'.iil: paamiinations il ill.'-'l.-:wli_:'.l'.i-ll:r-_ and the collection
of information upon all matters affecting the publie health. = M-
vising the several Departments of the Government, the Executives
0
Columbin, on all -|'J---I:||III- relorred Lo 1L 3. Bubmittinge to Con-

gress o plan for o National Publi Health Organization.

f the several States, and the Commissioners of the District of

In the performance of the first class of duties the National Board
feels well assured that its utility depends mainly upon its securing
the confidence and cordial co-operation of State and local sanitary
authorities, and of the leading physicians, sanitarians, and scientific
men of the United States, Such confidence and co-operation it
w'|i| .-u'-;--.-|-, to obtain |ll'-.' :|-|'.'f.-i||.:' andl ::i-|i||.'_" in the most fraternal
gpirit such anthorities, and by employing skilled persons in the in-
".l'*--'i;_":l-'-lnl!*-' which it iy indertake, We deosm 1t thi I.|III_".' of this
Board toact as the arent throueh which the Umted States Govern-
mont ghall furnish the necessary stimuolos and meansg to enable
gleillod sanitarians and I.Il'lll:ll']'}:l' conabituted .-.LI:|i|:|."_‘.' authorties and
organizations to prosceute and perfect scientific inquiries necessary
to the |-:'-|I|-|'|!|-'.| sinil |-|'|'.--.-I".':|'.i-|I| of the |l|i!l|-l-' henlth. ."l.l'lil'._'_" in
|-!|-'_'\-' I',!,II_I- ::.'u'_ Ll E:-ll:'.l'I: |||||.'\-1 ||l'l'|"\-.'\-:,||i|:| |"‘|:|':'|'i.'\-l' ||'\- IJE'\-:'|"¢'1iI:=I:‘| P18 ]
to the kind of work most E||||--l|'l;|'|'.. anil |-l'|' whom and where it
ghall be performed to secure the best results,  In general, snch work
must be performed by local agencies, and it will be the highest
|'|'i'|'5_|-'_!"--, a5 well nz the most serious |""‘E"'II-=-I|!'-:5.i|I"\- of this Board.
to select throughout the United States the men best qualified for
such special duties, to stimulate and sustain them in their efforts
wnil r'~.:.:.||_-.- to Five prropeer |-I||-::-'|'_". to their stadies.

In the discharge of the second or advisory functions required,
thia Board must often seek the co-operation of State and munieipal
authorities, especially when questions are submitted by the exeeu-
tives of States. In sueh cases the National Board desire, to the
fulleat extent of its means, to aid local anthorities in making needful
i1|'.'|--'|;:_: ations, and to 0= rate as far as 1t shall have JrerATEr in :_":.-". 111
foree and effect to the advice sabmmittod,

in jere| AriNg o [Fhikin for . national |||;!|:'.|- lienlth III':_":ll.Ei-':ii.l:.llII [£%)
e submitted to the next Congress, this Board is especially required
to abtain Ehe e =0V ration of the ."l.l'.|.-|l'II|_".' of Helencos, .I.Il':l. STl PR R
the principal sanitary organizations and the sanitarians of the sev-
eral States of the United States. In order to the prroper |u.-:'1'ur-
manes of this |5_||I_'._ ||-:-|'||;',|_|:- the ot ill.l'!'lll'llllll which will devolve
o it, this Fiona el ':"-"""'“'Ili."'. nzks the connsel and co -l|l1'|'.'LI:.'|JI| ol
all persons who are interested in eatablishing permanent sanitary
administration in connection with the General Government. The
time Was never so auspl ious as the present for 3:!}'-“!_-_“ broad and
1i.4,'4-l- the toundations of a |'I||:-i51' health zervice at the seat of Govern-
ment.

Publie sentiment is now not only ripe, but urgent, for such a re-




4

!'1:|]‘T|:11 while {'ullg‘l‘{-:-'-:-' s jr!‘l_'Eli_'I:‘l:'it Ll .I,l]ﬂ'l'-[ anil _-:]vn- effect to 4 meas
ure for ]u*1':l-r1'l|-._:‘ such an organization, Aided by the enlightened
connsels of the scientific bodies and sanitarians to whom 1t 18 per-

mitted to appeal, the National Board of Health will avail itselt of

every means in its power to perfect a plan of a public health organi

zution worthy of a country whose soil and elimate require only the
incorporation of adequate sanitary into civil administration

National, State, and municipal—to make it the home of the

healthiest and happiest people of the world.
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