: f/f:’/::-’;;rfv, j:; .




Hieroglyphics 'at Stone Moun-
LR

PR

We mentioned in our last issue that
Dir. Btoplienson bad gone'to Stone Moun- |
1raui:u o take observation of some antigni- |

ties there. . The exnct nature of the in-
vestigntion idtended, wa did not know at |
the time. There are some iuu-:'r:ip‘:'lu:us!
in the rock upon the lop of this moun- !
tain which the Doctor wished to inspect
which hi# believes to be the work of r.]u'i
Mound Buildersof this gontinent—a race |
| tatally -extinet loag before the North I
| American Indian had ks origin, butwhe |
| Were civilizad to a considerable extent— |
:l:nt'ing g Crovernmentand anderstanding |
; tha mechanic arts
| On Batluwday D, Btephenson took with
| him Prof. - W, J. Land, the celebrated
chemittof the Atlanth 'Laboratory, and
Prof. W L 0. Btavans, of Oglethorpe
Diiiversity, snd went to the top of thri
| monntain., At onr regoest, Dr, Bteplen- |
gon has fernishad osiwitly the l'n!l:m'iugl
Fhighly interesting aseount of the visit of |
himsel{ and the party, and of whet they !
observed thore

We reachad the  summit-of this sub-
| lima natural coriosity at one o'clock on
| Efl,iu}"q,l;_'l'_q"_. pnil remaiped tll J‘.’-'n.'f..", 1", 3, —
{fensting oo the indeseribable - wonders

= |

| and megnificent sconery whieh snrround- |
x L I

ed us

| On the North and Northeast, stretehing
far awey till lost in distance, [oomed up
the Apalachian Monntains; and sweeping
round Easbward aud Soothward, ‘thence
to the setiing sun, was one interminable
landseape, rosembling the ealm ‘of - old
osean: with the spires, and torrets, and
steeples of Atlants, like unto a fleet of
ships, to break the monotony of the
BCene.
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Fuarther on; in the dim distance, conld
be seen. the white clonda of vapor
from the locomotive, as it rushed onwanrd,
past the Hennessw Monotsins, on its
way wesbward; whilst nearer to us the |
same i spooire shot through the for- |
ests of Gwinnett, on the Air-Line Road, |
towards the Carolines.  Quick as thought |
we wera feasted with another train speed- |
ring at our feat on the Georgia Road—all |
| Alling npealirilliant, living picture, alto-
| gether lovely.

The object of our visit was to examine
the seulptonpea of the extinet Mound
Builders, who, conntless years ago, lived |

{ o this eonntry, and constituted a power- |
foland despotic nation, extending from |
thre Bavanneh Hiver aud Gulf of Mexico,
to thi Greak Labes; and from the Apa-
Tecliian Mondiaias to #he Rocky Monn-
tains, in all parts of which are theé some
ralica of art, and hisroglyphics, which,
on the Enchanted Mountain in Forayth
aounty, and those of Sione Moun-
fti'l‘-'llh comprise & saries of great intereat

These, with tha Idol, or “Goddess of

Ltowah," the elegant guarte dises of

Clark and Bibb eounties and the sae-

rificial vessels, form part of an. w/phabet

which will enable some Champollion to

deseriba and read the history of this long |

osk people. |
| The preservation of these valuable re- |
| lies shonld be secured by the Legislatora
before they are lost, for the benefit of
our children, who cloim the co-operative
aid of the custodians of the people, 8o as
to epable them to keep pace with the
world in seionee and literature ; otherwise,
as a nation, we will soon become Cartha-
genions in sellishiness,

The seonlptures on the Stone Monntain,
as far s yet explored, consist of aslightly
eirenlar line eat from two to thres inches
deep, anil from one to two feet from the
| center. It as sorrounded by a plainly
{marked circle—donbtless a symbol of
Eternity—but what is strange, they vary
fromy s feob Lo six’ feet dn . cirecomference,
and pnmber hundreds, From the sction |
of the clements for ages the decompeosi- |
| tion of the pranite inereases the depths
| of the central lines, 80 s to Impress one
strongly with the belisf that they arve the
effect of el olaiion, from the heat and
!E"‘rm ; bat this thought is soon dissipated
'on farther cxamination. Af some future
| time we propose tomake a more extended
i exploration,
| Yours,

M, T8,

|
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