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NEw York, ... . 24th Decsmhar, 1891.

Frof. Othniel C, Marsh,
Naw Hgwven, Conn.
Daar Sir:-
I degire to bring before you a matter of great importance

to the seientific.world., I beg, therefore, that you will give to

this letter your immediate attention and assist me, - in the great

unde rtaking to whieh I have pledged mysslf, - with vour hearty
co-pperation and valued advies,

As the Editor of The Illustrated Ameriean I made, about
one year ago, a very careful study of "In Darkest Afriea" for the
purpcse of regiewing the same in this news-magazine. 1 hecame fag-
einated with the literature of Equatorial Afriea and the reporte
of Explorere. The impression mads upon my mind fe that Explorers
have baen path-finders aerosg the Dark Continent and have left the
greatest work of all yet to be dona., I am eonvineed tha+ the
scisntific world is yat to be benefited, What do we know of the
Tish of the Congo, of tha inland lak=s, and streams; of the snimal
and reptile life, of the birds and ineeets, - in general of the
flora and fauna; of the gesology and mineralogy of that great
expanse; of the dwarfes, pigmiee, and racee of nesroee? What

branch of science is not yet to be entiched by intelligent explor-
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ation? It is not for me to say more than this, Sir.
It is my wish that an expedition b Bment to the Congo;
that it penetrate the dark forest; that it pass into the clear

lands of the Undessuma comntry, that it reach Lake Albert Nyanza

and ascend Ruwenzori, the Mountain of the Moon. That it he an

expedition in whieh every branch of se¢ience has & worthy and well

quél ified representative; that it secure specimens.

Whether an expedition can or can not be sent across
Africa; how it should be equipped, ete,, is immterial at this
momente I am prepared to powve that it can make the march and
furthérmore, that as I have interested several rich gentlemen,
who will assist me in raising the required money, I & lieve a
great American Secientific Expedition can be Titted out within
a few months.

At this stage I desire to procure fram leading seientists
an expression of their views emeerning the value of inTomation
W1 ich might be obtained, provided, of course, the expedition was
sucecessful in its progress over the Dark Continent.

Will you please canmmiecate with me fully as to your
views? Will yon assist me with your knowledge in your gpaecial

line of gcience? Will you point out in what way your special
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