COSMOS CLUB,
WASHINGTON,D.C.
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Coast and Geodetic Surbey Ofhce,

WasHincton. D, C. March I 380,

The undersigned, a committee of

the assistants of the
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, desire to announce
on behalf of themselves and their associates, that they In-
tend to ask the President of the United States to appoint Dr.
Benjamin Apthorp Gould, of Cambridge, Massachusetts, as

Superintendent of the Coast and Geodetic Survey. They
are practically unanimous in this respect.

We address this letter to scientific men of America. 1o
such we deem it unnecessaryto enlarge upon the position

held by Dr. Gould among them. All know and recognize it.
But there are some points which may not be so generally
known, and these we desire to set

r. Gould 15 no stranger to the Coast survey.
to 1868 he was attached to the work, and for nearly four-
teen years was in general charge of all its telegraphic longi-
tude parties. Between 1853 and 1867 eleven printed reports
bear his name.

The first telegraphic determination of the difference of longi-
tude between Greenwich, England, and Cambridge, in New
England, was under his general charge, and he personally
superintended the observations at the eastern end of the cable,
near Foilhollerum, in Ireland.

Soon after this last great work of 1866.67, he left the
country to tound an astronomical |IrE:-"-\.L"|"'L'['I|.|]'I':'-'. and educate

native astronomers at Cordava, in the Argentine Repuplic.

What he has done for astronomy in the Southern Hemi-
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O BOUTELLE.
H. I. WHITING,
b COLAOMNA

Conpiifiee.
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