\DELPHIA, PA., Februwary 5th, 1850

No. 4400 Sansom Street.
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Ixasmuon as it is matter of notoriety that the appointment
to the superintendeney of the Coast and Geodetie Burvey has
::'I_]:-('I|_ throneh defanlt of action of the 1.-|'L-.-11-!'.-1. Administra-
'.i-.lll; and ‘.]l:‘:l1 ‘:]lt'i-lllu'f"- -:H!._-__{“—-.L.»l:J_'n|'|:-C]u-:l |-|'L---e-|];-1_-1 s to
appointments, save as to exigencies, within a brief period of
a new Administration, it will be made by the incoming Ad-
ministration,—the undersigned deems it proper to present for
the information of such officers of the Survey as may be
:.||I|-|‘|-:-':L'Li ir| 1|i‘." fact. '.]IL' definite :u;il%ﬂ‘]:: upon which he
wighes to aceept the superintendency.

. Certain changes have been introduced in the Burvey
during the last few years which he deems prejudicial to its
:l;-'u.r'r.f"-"__ and therefore to its n'ﬂrlu':_l-lp".‘_.'. He would therefore
use his best endeavors, in the event of his appointment as

cUperintendent, T nave all ||'_._'MI_||._|._|-.|||_= that violate CoOmity

=

rescinded by the Department, and to raise the status of the

:;';IIE"'.'I:'!:.' L0 ':.lll._' }-ilf.:';'-'.'?'- 'l|{|-|||[ ot |__-§!_i|_'i_|_-|||-l'!l- ||||.:],'_.:- l]]l.' |:l-|'."-_

2. The regulations are in some places framed, as recards

directions and penalties, in terms such as are not properly

addressed to officers and gentlemen, and in these lapses are

not conduaeive to promoting and maintaininge that wholesome

ek £




self-respect which shonld belong to every sarvice assumed to
be eonducted |:-;-. cdneated men.

3. While the office service has improved, and may even be
w;;ili to b |-|-|"_'1-.'I,|_||. that of the field has E'l'“l"-’ll:.'l:l:'u”_'l'
declined. In a field service, singularly limited in personnet,
where a sinele officer 13 often obliged to exécute the whole
instrumental work of a party, he is often also navisator,
|-I'.I"-'-'_"-"',".:I.l'l'l=-l.i.!'||.cl.:||..;I.II'] clerk. In a sphere of duty —the
fieldl—where mobility iz of parmmount necessity, it is largely
ignored and often prevented. In that sphere of the service,
where it 13 Inid down as axiomatic that :_"--IT-:.I instrumental
work is conditioned npon the circumstance that the observer
shall be at LB, puch trammels '||.-.'n:. ]JQ--|| '-IJH[-"-.-il.".] kL1 Eli-"'
administrative acts, that if desirous to ].-I.'-:":.IIl:l.- the maximuom
amounnt of real work, he must accoraplish it at the expense of

additional personal labor during periods which should be

those of rest. This friction, mistaken for work, lesseuns
produoction.

4. Atatime when stceessive incroeases it MY 'il'-'.-':!_"'liil‘.l.'li
promotions, as the recompense of faithfolpesa to and efficiency
in duty, had gradually, over a long term of years, been
awarded to oflicers, a clause was introdueed i the I'l.':,'_"-|:l-
tions fixing a relative status for field pay, full pay, and pay
while awaiting instructions. This, going nto effect without
any |_-:||'|'-.-_--|:-|:|-'|-i|:5_rl inerease 1n the salaries of |:|||i|-|_-|'_-': thara-
fore had the effect of -:.I.I':_’l.'|:' |'|_-|',-Ii|'i"|_=_-;' all thnt '..;|:|_|_: YEAars of
meritorions service had won.  Contrasted with the manner in

which the military branches of the Government are treated;

where even a longevity increase 18 recognized as the proper
vaward for lobe sarvics. as an sleme ntitling to considern-
reward 1or long service, a4 an elernent antil g L0 COnSLIaer
tion additionally to faithful and meritorious service, this
action doess not bear .-|".'||Ii||_'-..

5. The status of compulsory furlongh without pay 15 ille-
_'—"=l|. [t takes a collocation of words, Ellli.:.'.':.l]l::'l:l_'-' eatablished

aa to meaning by good genernl vsage, and places a conatrue-
tion opon them which 18 supposed to render possible an
'|'..'||_-l:.--ii|i|:.I_-.', It ignores the mutnality of oblieation. It
places, under specions guise, in the hands of a Superintendent
of the Burvey a power which no Soperintendent of the Sur-
vey should possess—that of wirtnally dismissing an officer
from the serviea, It 8 not to be credited that a .“:-.'-.'I'l.'l:l.l'_l.' of
the Treasury ever approved of this status, save nnknowingly,
in a signatory capacity, and, consequently, that any Secretary
of the Treasury would deliberately maintain it.

6. Certain pay due officers under the lnw, mnder the elidi
lationsz, and ander *.-nil'.'-:'i:'ll AP o] intion of Conrress, has boon
withheld from them. For that and other .iI:.-F. claims |'|-'.!:_|_‘_ir';;:'
to disallowanees, redress wonld L:u|'1:|:|I|]_".' .ill,,' ._.':.1_;_|'i|;|:-|'j r":u-.-:z_;:]]

& proper representation to the Department.

[t is fruitless to promise what is not in the power to per-

form.  But it nmay not be fruitless to declare that what MRy
e 1n the power shall be [-I.'I':;:II'IIII'IE. It 15 not 'l.'iﬂil'\lli::.l'r'.' Lk

believe that the Government, throngh the Secretary of the

'|L-.'--:|-|I.'_'-'., will pad |';,r:|_, Upon proper o I:ll"l";l.'lll.'l.li.l'lﬂ (W] | i||| by

the .'“.IIE-I.'I'II.h.'IIIII'II' ol the .‘=||;".'|,-:.',‘-;-1,'-|'_;-L which did not exist




at first upon the Survey, but which have been introduced of

late vears lf_'.rll“._;-_"ll ]-:_'".I,:]i"l":—]llill which lacked ".1'|.~'-:.:_':]||', 1]|!'f.]1|_:‘3_-

lacking sympathy, through lack of experience. The Super-
intendent of the Burvey iz not only the representative of the
Government., HHe is also the representative of the officers of
the Survey. Leis the intermediary between the Government
and the Burvey’s officers, representing the authority of the

o

Government in the administration of the law, or rules under
the law, and of its aim to obtain equal justice for both
sides—the employer and employed. When that rule of
econduet obtains in any corps, as it once did on the Survey,
the officers are at their best in morale, and the Government
18 best served, with a zeal beyond price.

Without further specification, the undersigned, being
pledged to himself to bring about these reforms, in the event
of his receiving the appointment to the superintendency ot
the SBurvey, and under the other condition of his utmost
endeavors being successful in the attempt to bring them about,
can have no hesitation, and has none, in communicating to

those whom it may concern the fact that he does so pledge

himself to use his utmost endeavors, if appointed SBuperin-

tendent, to secure justice to the officers of the Survey,
whether with relation to the past or to the future, whether
by his direet instance, argnment, and appeal to the Depart-

ment, or by his moral support in case the channel of appli-

cation must be the Court of Claims.
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