























































































































































































































































































































































































































PYRALOIDEA
ceNus Oxyelophila Forbes

Oxyelophila Forbes, 1922, Ent. News, 33: 102.
Type-species: Argyractis (Oxpelophila) callista Forbes, 1922. Monotypy and
original designation.

The moths are narrow-winged, the forewings with falcate apex and the hindwings lacking
a speculum, unlike other North American genera of Argyractini. The frons is smoothly
scaled, rounded or somewhat flattened. The vertex is somewhat elevated but smoothly
scaled. The labial palpi are upturned and acuminate, reaching or exceeding the level of the
vertex. The maxillary palpi are of moderate size with smooth, tapering scaling. The pro-
boscis is well developed, scaled at base. The eyes are large. The ocelli are absent. The
chaetosemata are well developed. The antennae are smoothly scaled above, short-pilose
beneath; in the male they are slightly thickened and compressed; in the female they are
filiform. The forewings are narrow, with acute apex and weakly sinuated termen. R, arises
before the anterior angle of the cell. R, is stalked with R4+,. R; and R, are fused. The cell is
about two-thirds the length of the wing. R; and M, arise behind the anterior angle of the
cell. The discocellular is erect anteriorly, but curves to become increasingly oblique distad
in its posterior portion. My, M, and Cu, arise from the posterior angle of the cell and run
straight and rather close together until they reach the termen. Cu, arises from the cell at
four-fifths. 1st A is represented by a rudiment at the termen. 2nd A is well developed. grd A
is developed as a rudiment at the base. The hindwings are narrow, with narrowly rounded
apex, oblique termen and broadly rounded anal angle. Sc and Ry are fused throughout.
M, separates from R at the end of the cell. The cell is a little over half the length of the wing.
The discocellular is straight and erect. M, is absent. M3 is stalked with Cu;. Cu, arises from
the cell at two-thirds. 1st A is represented by a rudiment at the termen. 2nd and grd A are
normally developed.

The male genitalia have the uncus triangular with thickened margins, narrowly rounded at
the apex. The gnathos is Y-shaped, with slender arms and median piece, the latter consider-
ably shorter than the uncus. The vinculum is ventrally broadly flattened. The valve is
lanceolate, very narrow at the base, distally rounded; the costa is narrowly tubular; the
sacculus is setose; and there is a brush of setae at the middle of the mesal face. The penis is
short and cylindrical and has several large cornuti. The eighth sternite has a lyre-shaped
sclerotization, bearing a pair of long hair-tufts from its base. The female genitalia have a
conical ostial chamber leading to a narrow sclerotized collar. Distad of this the ductus
bursae expands gradually into the elongate, membranous, saclike bursa. The latter has a
linear spinulose signum and a group of spinules near the opening of the ductus bursae.

The early stages are unknown.

The genus is a compact one with several species widely distributed in the neotropical
region. The single North American species was described from Texas. It is known only from
the type lot.

Oxyelophila callista (Forbes)
PL. 7, F1G. 24 (McD. 5714).

Argyractis (Oxyelophila) callista Forbes, 1922, Ent. News, 33: 102.
Type-locality: New Braunfels, Texas.
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THE MOTHS OF NORTH AMERICA

The moth is easily distinguished from other North American Argyractini by the absence of
terminal black and metallic spots on the hindwings. The falcate forewings as well as the
structural characters will distinguish it from pale-colored Nymphulini, such as Parapoynx
allionealis. The length of the forewing is about 6 mm.

The genitalia are as described for the genus.

The early stages are unknown.
The species is known to me only from the type series from New Braunfels, Texas. Forbes

said the types were all females, but he figured the male genitalia. Several related species are
known from tropical America. Additional material should therefore be examined critically
when collected, as it is possible that other species occur within our territory.

Part 13.1B s scheduled for publication in late 1972, part 13.1C s scheduled for 1973. The final section
will include the literature, plates and index material relevant to the whole part.
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