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With t he  l i t t l e  space avai lable  t o  t h e  NEWS, e d i t o r i a l  comment w i l l  be omitted 
o r  cut  t o  a minimum so t h a t  more not ices  can reach t h e  members. It w i l l  be neces- 
sa ry  t o  cu t  some of t h e  items so t h a t  a l l  can share. Thanks f o r  t h e  kind words on 
our f i r s t  issue. Remember t h e  NEWS must r e f l e c t  t h e  wishes of t h e  members. I f  you 
want t o  see  it in t h e  NEWS, send it in .  - - - - - - - - - -  

The Sixth Annual Pac i f ic  Slope Meetings of t he  Lepidopteristst  Society was 
held a t  t h e  Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History, Santa Barbara, California,  on 
August 29, and 30, 1959. Sessions were held morning and afternoon on both days. 
There was a luncheon a t  t h e  Museum on Aug. 29, and a dinner and smoker t h a t  evening 
a t  t he  E l  Presidio Restaurant. A b r ie f  repor t  of t h e  meetings w i l l  be rendered t o  
t h e  Society i n  t h e  near future.  - - - - - - - - - -  

Roger R. Verity, eminent Lepidopterist  of I t a l y ,  has been reported deceased. 
No d e t a i l s  a re  avai lable  a t  t he  time of t h i s  report .  - - - - - - - - - -  

A l i s t  of t h e  land arthropods of Michigan i s  i n  preparation. Various special- 
i s t s  have agreed t o  t ake  ce r t a in  sections of t h i s  work. R. R. Dreisbach, 301 Helen 
S t r ee t ,  Midland, Michigan, i s  General Editor. Help i n  t h e  way of records, and from 
qua l i f i ed  spec i a l i s t s ,  i s  requested. It i s  planned t o  complete t h e  manuscript by 
January, 1962. - - - - - - - - - -  

Copies of papers on Cuban Lepidoptera by D r .  S. L. de La Torre a r e  being sent  
t o  Society members with t h e  compliments of t he  Universidad de Oriente. D r .  de l a  
Torre would undoubtedly welcome r ep r in t s  of papers by other  members. - - - - - - - - - -  

D r .  Eugene -Go Munroe, President of t h e  Lepidopteristst  Society and a leading 
s p e c i a l i s t  i n  t h e  Pyralididae,  i s  t h e  new Edi tor  of t h e  Canadian Entomologist, 
succeeding D r .  W. R. Thompson. - - - - - - - - - -  

D r ,  D o  F. Owen, Department of Zoology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich., proposes t o  inves t iga te  t he  occurrence of i n d u s t r i a l  melanism among North 
American moths. I n  Br i t a in  and Germany, some 70 species of moths, many of them 
geometrids, have produced melanic forms. Most of these  moths a r e  species t h a t  by 
day r e s t  upon t h e  trunks and branches of t r e e s  where t h e i r  c ryp t ic  coloration 
matches t h e  background. It has been found t h a t  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of l a rge  c i t i e s ,  



i n d u s t r i a l  pollution has caused t he  trunks of t r e e s  t o  become blackened, both by 
t h e  deposition of soot and by t he  k i l l i n g  of l ichens and un ice l lu la r  plants.  In  
areas where t h i s  has occurred t h e  formerly c ryp t i ca l l y  colored moths a r e  conspicu- 
ous whereas t h e  melanic forms match t he  background of these  polluted t rees .  I n  
Br i ta in ,  D r .  H. B. D. Kettlewell  has found t h a t  these black moths res t ing  on pol- 
lu ted  t r e e s  a r e  a t  a se lec t ive  advantage over t he  normal forms as  f a r  as  predation 
by b i rds  i s  concerned. Conversely, i n  unpolluted areas,  t h e  normal forms have a 
se lec t ive  advantage over t h e  melanics. He was able t o  show t h i s  by marking and 
re leas ing large  numbers of normal and melanic forms and recapturing with a l i g h t  
t rap.  Moreover, he observed and filmed b i rds  se lec t ive ly  eliminating moths which 
he had placed on t r e e  trunks. 

A l l  i n d u s t r i a l  melanics t h a t  have been invest igated have been found t o  be Men- 
del ian dominants, and i n  some cases t h e  gene f o r  melanism a l so  increases v i ab i l i t y .  
Thus, with t h e  appearance of polluted t r ee s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  areas,  these  melanics 
with t h e i r  g r ea t e r  se lec t ive  advantage and increased v i a b i l i t y ,  have spread a t  a 
remarkable r a t e ,  With t h e  help  of about one hundred seventy recorders, mostly ma-  
t eurs ,  D r .  Kett lewell  was able  t o  f i nd  t h e  frequencies of t h e  melanic forms i n  d i f -  
fe ren t  populations of several  species, in pa r t i cu l a r  Biston betular ia .  He found t h a t  
not only were t he  melanics more frequent i n  i n d u s t r i a l  areas,  but  t h a t  they were 
a l s o  more frequent i n  r u r a l  areas  i n t o  which t he  prevail ing winds had blown the  smoke 
from indus t r i a l  centers.  

Amr~h~dasis c o ~ n a t a r i a ,  which i s  t h e  North American equivalent of Biston betu- 
l a r i a ,  a l s o  has a melanic form, 'tswettaria", and it would be of g rea t  i n t e r e s t  t o  
es tab l i sh  t h e  frequency of tlswettariaw i n  d i f f e r en t  areas.  D r .  Owen therefore  pro- 
poses t o  co l l ec t  records of t h i s  species,  and would l i k e  t o  appeal t o  moth collec- 
t o r s ,  e spec ia l ly  those operating l i g h t  t raps ,  t o  send him records of t h e  t o t a l  num- 
bers  of A. connataria and i t s  melanic form ttswettariatr, including l o c a l i t i e s  and dates  
of capture, Records of t h e  number of A. cognataria caught, even i f  the re  a r e  no 
melanics present, would be equally valuable, as  a l so  would be t he  frequencies of o ther  
species with melanic forms, such as  P h i ~ a l i a  olivacearia.  

Lastly,  D r .  Owen would l i k e  t o  appeal t o  co l lec to rs  who already have melanic 
moths of any species, t o  send d e t a i l s  of date  and place of capture, and an indica- 
t i o n  of whether t he  specimens a r e  completely black o r  not. Instances of p a r t i a l  
melanism, t h a t  i s  incomplete dominance i n  t he  heterozygous condition, have been re- 
ported from old specimens of Biston be tu l a r i a  i n  Br i ta in .  D r .  Owen w i l l  be glad t o  
give fu r the r  d e t a i l  t o  anyone who i s  in teres ted.  An a r t i c l e  by D r .  Kett lewell  on in- 
d u s t r i a l  melanism i n  Br i t a in  w i l l  appear shor t ly  i n  S c i e n t i f i c  American. 

Manuscripts f o r  formal publication i n  t h e  JOURNAL OF THE LEPIDOPTERISTS"0- 
CIETY should be sent  t o  t h e  Editor of the  JOURNAL, D r .  C. L. Remington. His address 
i s :  Dept. of Zoology, Yale University, New Haven Conn., U. S. A. . 

NOTICES 

Lepidopterists ,  Society members may use t h i s  space f r e e  of charge t o  adver t ise  
t h e i r  offer ings  and needs i n  Lepidoptera. The Editors reserve t he  r i g h t  t o  rewri te  
not ices  f o r  c l a r i t y  o r  t o  r e j e c t  unsuitable notices.  We cannot guarantee any notices 
but expect a l l  t o  be bona f ide .  

WILL EXCHANGE LEPIDOPTERA FROM YUCATAN f o r  complete s e r i e s  of volumes 1, 2, 3 
and 4 of t h e  L;EPIDOPTERISTS"EWS as  wel l  as  a good copy of F. L, Davis, Notes on 



But t e r f l i e s  of B r i t i s h  Honduras, 1928. Please wr i t e  what i s  avai lable  and number 
of specimens des i r fd  per volume o r  book. Eduarado C. Welling, Cal le  66 Norte, No. 
426, ~ k r i d a ,  Yucatan. 

UPIDOPTERA and other  i n sec t s  on spec ia l  order, from Yucatan, f o r  sa le .  
20,000 pinned moths of a l l  famil ies  except Sphingoidea and Saturnoidea ( these  
papered) ; w i l l  s e l l  l o t  f o r  $500.00 plus postage. A l l  i nqu i r i es  invi ted .  Eduardo 
C. Welling, Calle 66 Norte, No. 426, ~ k r i d a ,  ~ u c a t b .  

FOR SALE OR EXCHANGE, ova from Platysamia crosses and many other  sa tu rn i ids .  
Duke Downey, Box 558, Sheridan, Wyoming, U. S. A. - - - - - - - - - - - -  

RHODESIAN BUTTERFLIES offered i n  exchange f o r  those  of a l l  o ther  countries.  
Robert D, Kelly, 29, Fordham Ave., blabelreign, Southern Rhodesia, Africa. 

- - - - - - - - - - - -  
35 MM COLOR SLIDES OR PRINTS of perfect  b i l a t e r a l  gynandromorphs, melanic 

Papi l ios  and albinos,  offered i n  exchange f o r  colored p ic tu res  o r  s l i d e s  of unusual 
va r ia t ions .  F u l l  da ta  with each pic. Inquiry  invi ted .  Above items a l s o  f o r  sa le .  
James A. Ebner, 13002 W. Cameron Ave., But ler ,  Wisconsin, U.S.A. 

WISH TO EXCHANGE RHOPALOlCERA with co l l ec to rs  of t h e  world, esp. Asia, Canada, 
Scandinavia, Spain, I t a l y ,  France, Switzerland, Greece, Cal i f . ,  Ariz., Colo., Texas, 
Fla., and northern pa r t s  of U.S.A, Have b u t t e r f l i e s  of Japan and Formosa and some 
moths and bee t l es  f o r  exchange. Masaki Nakayama, Fujihonmachi, Wakamatsu, Kyushi, 
Japan 0 

NEARLY 1200 BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS mounted s ingly  i n  Denton mounts, mainly with 
g l a s s  t o p  and bottom, offered f o r  s a l e  reasonably by a museum which i s  consolidating 
collect iot ls .  Origins mainly New England, but  some exot ics  included: Write: D r .  N. 
S. Bailey, 20 Hyatt Ave,, Bradford, Mass., U.S.A. 

HUNGARIAN BUTTERFLIES offered i n  exchange f o r  foreign species. Ferenc P f i l f ,  
Budapest 111, Csalma u. l,, Hungary. - - - - - - - - - - - -  

WANTED: Iden t i f i ed  and preserved eggs of NORTH AHERICAN GEOFXETRIDAE. W i l l  
exchange Ontario o r  o ther  North American adu l t  Lepidoptera f o r  t h i s .  Paul D.  Syme, 
262 Bessborough Drive, Toronto 17, Ont., Canada, 

TO STIMULATE INTEREST i n  Lepidoptera, e spec ia l ly  among younger students,  I 
am offer ing t en  North American b u t t e r f l i e s  o r  moths, or  f i v e  of each, and two 
fore ign b u t t e r f l i e s ,  postpaid f o r  $1-25. (llrs.) Edith Lyle Ragsdale, 429 N. Marion 
St . ,  Centra l ia ,  I l l i n o i s ,  U,S.A. 

FOR EXCHANGE, t he  following moths (and others) :  Phlenethontius f lo res tan ,  
Sphinx oreodaphne, g. a u s t r a l i s ,  Pachysphinx modesta, Pholus typhon, Xglophanes 
fa lco ,  Coloradia pandora Bertholdia t r igona,  Gloveria arizonensis ,  G. pargamelle, 
Dicogaster coronado, Desired: Sphingidae, Saturniidae,  and h rc t i idae ,  of the  l e s s  
common species. Thomas W. Davies, 7 9 1 E l s i e  Ave., San Leandro, Calif . ,  U. S. A. 



WANTED: Rhopalocera and Macroheterocera of U. S. A. Purchase and exchange. 
Paul B. Saltsman, 79 Second S t . ,  Carroll ton,  Ohio, U. S. A. - - - - - - - - - -  

BUTTERFLIES AND MOTHS OF JAPAN and adjacent areas f o r  s a l e  and exchange. 
Also seasonal l i v ing  mate r ia l s  of various Japanese Bu t t e r f l i e s  and Moths can be 
supplied. A l l  correspondence welcomed. J. Okura, 1566 2-chome, Shimoshakujii, 
Nerimaku, Tokyo, Japan. - - - - - - - - - -  

The object  of t h e  Lepidopterists '  Society i s  t o  promote'the science of Lepi- 
dopterology; t o  Publish t h e  JOURNAL OF THE LEPIDOPTERISTS SOCIETY and t he  NEWS OF 
THE LEPIDOPTERISTSt SOCIETY, and t o  encourage f r e e  interchange among Lepidopterists  
of a l l  countries.  A l l  members i n  good standing receive  t h e  publicat ions of t h e  So- 
c ie ty .  

Membership i s  open t o  a l l  in te res ted  persons. Remittances i n  do l l a r s  (u. S. A.) 
should be made payable t o  the  Lepidopterists  Society. There a r e  th ree  paying c lasses  
of membership: Active members - annual dues $4.00 (u.s.A.); Sustaining Members - an- 
nual  dues $10,00 (u,s,A,) ; Life  Members - s ing l e  sum $75.00 (u.s.A.). Dues may be 
paid i n  Europe t o  our o f f i c i a l  agent: E. W. Classey, 4 Church S t r e e t ,  Islesworth, 
Middx., England. Secre tary  of the  Societv: D r .  Paul R. Rhrl ish,  University of Kansas, 
Lawrence, Kansas, U. S. A. Treasurer of t h e  Society: Sidney A. Hessel, Net t le ton 
Hollow Rd., Washington, Connecticut, U. S. A. 


