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OBITUARY
Jost VALENTIN HERRERA GONZALEZ (1913-1992)

Don José Herrera G., or Pepe, was born in Mejillones, Antofagasta Province, Chile, on
9 October 1913. His father, Juan Herrera Marin, and his mother, Isabel Gonzalez Del
Rey, were born in Spain. He had three brothers, still living in Chile, and a sister who
died in 1941.

Pepe married Dofia Ernesta Dick Gandolfo from Puerto Natales in 1941. Ernesta had
a pet mountain lion, beautiful portraits of which hang in several rooms of the Herrera
home in Santiago, and the Herrera household always included one or more cats. Their
first daughter, Nievas, was born in August 1942, daughter Carol in August of 1946, and
daughter Veroénica in December 1947. Nievas now lives in California. Carol and Verénica
remain in Santiago. Pepe had 6 grandchildren, 2 girls and 4 boys, when he died after a
short illness at his home in Santiago on 29 January 1992, at the age of 78. The world has
lost a fine Lepidopterist; Chile has lost a fine educator; and many of us have lost a fine
friend.

PROFESSIONAL CAREER

Pepe attended high school at the Colegio San Luis in Antofagasta city, and in 1931
entered the Instituto Pedagdgico of the Universidad de Chile in Santiago, graduating
with honors in 1934 as Profesor de Estado en Biologia y Quimica. He then enrolled in
the Instituto de Educacion Fisica at the University and received a Professor of Physical
Education degree in 1936. He was offered a post in Punta Arenas where they needed a
teacher in science and physical education at the boy’s high school, Luis Alberto Barrera.
He accepted for six months, but stayed for ten years.

When he returned in 1946 to Santiago from Punta Arenas, Don José joined the faculty
of the University of Chile as Professor of Zoology in the Institute of Pedagogy in 1946,
and Profesor de Entomologia in 1956. He then joined the Facultad de Filosofia Y Edu-
cacion as chief of the Departamento de Biologia from 1956 to 1960, and as Director del
Centro de Estudias Entomolégicos in 1960. He was elected Profesor Extraordinario de
Entomologia by the faculty of Philosophy and Education of the University of Chile in
1964.

In 1981 he joined La Academia Superiér de Ciencias Pedagogicas de Santiago as
Professor in the Basic Sciences Department, becoming Emeritus Professor in 1982. He
was a member of the board of directors of the Academy from 1981 to 1984. Pepe accepted
the post of Director of the Entomological Center in 1984, then Director of the Ento-
mological Institute (which he founded) in 1985.

In 1985 Don José was awarded the National Prize for Education, Chile’s highest
recognition in education. This award carries with it, aside from the considerable academic
honors, a substantial life-time stipend for him and later, for his surviving widow. This
award made from page news from Antofagasta to Punta Arenas and the magazine Revista
de Educatiéon featured him on the cover and in two articles of the October 1985 issue,
as the nation remembered the fifty years of teaching by Profesor José Herrera G.

Pepe retired several times but was talked into taking up another academic post. Thus,
he was asked to serve as Dean of Basic Sciences at the Universidad Metropolitana de
Ciences de la Education, which he accepted in April of 1986 and held until his death.

The former journal Publicaciones del Centro de Estudios Entomolégicos, which ran
for 12 volumes until 1982, was succeeded and continued in 1986 as the new Acta En-
tomolégica Chilena, Volume 13. As the Director of the Center for Entomological Studies
and then as Director of the Entomological Institute, Don José was a major force in the
creation of this new journal and he wrote its preface.

Pepe joined La Sociedad Chilena de Entomologia in 1934 and was elected Vice-
President in 1981. He had been a member of The Lepidopterists’ Society since 1949 and
served on the Executive Council from 1953 to 1955, and as Vice-President in 1966-1967.
He joined the Socieddd de Biologia de Chile in 1978, the Lepidoptera Research Foundation
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in 1984, and was a member of the Advisory Council of the Association for Tropical
Lepidoptera since its inception in 1989.

LEPIDOPTEROLOGICAL INTERESTS

Pepe was an educator, and his bibliography reflects this somewhat. In this capacity he
travelled widely, allowing him to collect insects and visit many museums and entomo-
logical colleagues in Europe and North and South America. In 1951, from June through
September, Pepe visited the United States and worked at the U.S. National Museum. In
1960 he returned to the United States at Atlanta, Georgia, and also visited Sao Paulo,
Brasil. From November 1961 to March 1962 he visited Italy, France, Switzerland, and
Spain and spent March and April of that year at the British Museum (Natural History).
Next, on education business in 1964, he went to Puerto Rico and the United States again,
visiting several states including California. He studied butterflies of the high Andes in
Colombia, Ecuadoér and Perd, collecting and visiting museums during July and August
of 1969. He returned to California in 1979 and in 1982 when he worked at the University
of California at Davis and at the Oakland Museum. He traveled to Antarctica in 1980,
to Florida and the Allyn Museum in September and October of 1984, then returned to
California in 1988.

Don José also traveled extensively in Chile collecting insects, often with a busload of
his students. He very much enjoyed having students about him. Pepe was very athletic
in his youth, and held for a time the national championship in the long jump; he prized
an action photograph of him in competition which he had hanging in his office. This
interest in his fitness took him, whenever possible, to some of the numerous hot springs
and bath resorts, or termas, that are scattered along the Andes and foothills of at least
the northern two thirds of Chile. Many of his favorite collecting localities reflect his visits
to such hot springs “for his health.”

He was especially interested in Chilean butterflies and had hoped to complete a book
on the Butterflies of Chile. This led to his collaboration with several northern Lepidopterists
with whom he became acquainted over the years in connection with Chilean Nymphal-
idae, Satyridae, Pieridae, Lycaenidae and Hesperiidae, e.g. T. G. Howarth, W. D. Field,
A. M. Shapiro, L. D. Miller, K. Johnson, and me. Pepe had accumulated a large and
valuable collection of Chilean Lepidoptera which was housed at the University. This
collection was destroyed by deliberate burning during the campus riots by the Socialistas
in 1973. Very little material survived the fire. He never got over the loss and never felt
comfortable again about keeping valuable specimens at the University. He had gathered
a small collection since then which he kept at his home. He was much concerned about
conserving native species. He was interested in establishing a Butterfly House of native
species, and wished to reintroduce to Cerro San Cristobal in Santiago larval food plants,
nectar sources and native butterflies of Chile. He was working with several people in
authority toward that goal.

There can be little doubt that Pepe was the dean of Lepidoptera in Chile; he knew
the fauna extremely well and produced a number of students of Lepidoptera. His eye
for discriminating species was acute as was his sense of similarities. Pepe was a strong
believer in the reliability of genitalic characters in taxonomy and this led to spirited
discussions. Art Shapiro tells of one such discussion where he ultimately challenged Pepe
to a test; Shapiro would send him ten separated pierid abdomens with code numbers only
and Pepe would report the identifications. Shapiro had included a couple of natural
hybrids from Patagonia. He reports that Pepe got nine and a half correct. (He called a
hybrid one of its presumptive parents.) Art has done this test with others and states that
no one has ever come close to Pepe’s record.

Pepe was a very good natured man who would unexpectedly burst into song. He had
a refreshing sense of humor. He never felt comfortable with English and was wonderfully
amused by his misadventures with the language. He delighted in the retelling of these
misunderstandings and their consequences, told with much drama and expressive gesture.
He was a proud man; proud of his family, his home and garden. He was proud too, of
his accomplishments and the people he had met, and of his country. He loved fine wine
and kept an extensive cellar of special vintages, a bottle of which was likely to appear at
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the dinner table. He was fun to be around and had an infectious personality that made
him many friends wherever he traveled. He will be remembered fondly and much missed
by all those he touched.

My thanks for reminiscences or helpful suggestions to Art Shapiro, Lee Miller, and
Jackie Miller. To Pepe’s wife Ernesta, and his daughter Nievas Andredesz, I am partic-
ularly grateful for generous help. I extend to them and their family my deepest sympathy.

C. DON MACNEILL, Research Associate, Department of Entomology, California Acad-
emy of Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, California 94118-4599.
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1949

. La Pesca del congrio. Bol. Inst. Nac. 14(35):2-30, 2 figs. Santiago.

1950

. Dos géneros nuevos de nimféalidos para Chile. An. Univ. Catél. Chile 25(1):5-15

1952

. Ausancia de dimorfismo sexual en Colias flaveola Blanchard. Rev. Chilena Entomol.

2:173-177.

. La pesca con redes. Bol. Inst. Nac. 18(43):33-34, 1 fig. Santiago.

1953

. La pesca de la albacora. Bol. Inst. Nac. 18(45):27-28. Santiago.

1954

. Lepidopteros nuevos para Chile (Pieridae). Rev. Chilena Entomol. 3:140-147, 12 figs.
. La ensefianza de la zoologia sistematica en el liceo. Ministerio de Educacién Publica.

58 pp., 13 pls.

. Curso de Zoologia (Artrépodos, Vermes y Moluscos). 2 vols. Editorial Universitaria,

Santiago.

. Herrera, J. & O. Palma. Los principios fundamentales de la biologia (translation of

English). Publ. Minister. Ed. Santiago.

1955

Curso tedrico-practico de entomologia. Editorial Universitaria, 324 pp., 93 pls. San-
tiago.

1956

Herrera, J., M. Etcheverry & A. Carrasco. Los Odonatos de Chile. Rev. Universitar.
Univ. Catél. Chile 40 & 41(1):63-88, 33 figs. Santiago.

1957

Notas etnoentomoldgicas del pueblo de Putra. Notas Cent. Estud. Antropolégicos No.
1:9. Univ. Chile.
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Herrera, J., M. Etcheverry & C. Hochleitner. Los Pyrginae de Chile (Hesperiidae).
Rev. Chilena Entomol. 5:143-182, 1 pl., figs. 1-19.

Munizaga, C. & J. Herrera. Notas etnoentomolégicas del pueblo de Socaire. Notas
Cent. Estud. Antropolégicos No. 1:3-8.

1958

Las puebas del bachillerato. Editorial Universitaria Santiago.

Herrera, J., M. Etcheverry & M. Barrientos. Los Nymphalidae Chilenos. An. Univ.
Chile 116(111):237-268, 2 pls., figs. 1-51. Santiago.

Palma, O., J. Herrera & M. Etcheverry. El problema de la ensefianza cientifica en
el liceo. Editorial Universitaria. 124 pp. Santiago.

1959

Herrera, J. & W. Field. A revision of the butterfly genera Theochila and Tatochila
(Lepidoptera, Pieridae). Proc. U.S. Natl. Mus. 108:467-514, 93 figs.

1960

Herrera, J. & M. Etcheverry. Actualizacion de los nombres de los Apidos estudiados
por Claude Joseph. Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 1:63-64. Santiago.
Papilionidae de Chile. Rev. Universitar. Univ. Catol. Chile. 44 & 45:153-155. Santiago.
El concepto de especie. Rev. Universitar. Univ. Catél. Chile: 44 & 45:157-163. San-
tiago.

1961

Plan de integracion educacional de Arica. Ministerio de Educaciéon Publica. 50 pp.,
8 pls.

1963

Curso tedrico-practico de entomologia, 2nd ed. Editorial Universitaria, Santiago.

1964

Etcheverry, M., J. Herrera & L. Russel. Principios de biologia moderna de D. Mars-
land. Editorial Universitaria. 616 pp., 27 tabs., 446 figs. (translation of English of 3rd
ed.)

1965

Etcheverrius y Palmaris, nuevos géneros de Satyridae Andinos (Lepidoptera). Publ.
Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 7; 57-78, figs. 1-26, 34-39, 59-63. Santiago.

Herrera, J. & J. Carrasco. Biologia de Thanatopsyche chilensis (Philippi) (Lepidop-
tera). Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 6:33-43, 3 pls., Santiago.

Herrera, ]. & M. Etcheverry. Stuardosatyrus nuevo género de Satyridae y revalidacién
de la especie williamsianus, Bulter, 1868. Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 7:74-77,
figs. 27-33, 50-58. Santiago.
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1966

Quilaphoetosus, Chillanella y Haywardella, nuevos géneros de Satyridae Andinos
(Lepidoptera). Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 8:69-72, 29 figs. Santiago.
Ejemplar hermafrodita de Quilaphoetosus janiroides Blanchard) (Lepidoptera, Saty-
ridae). Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. 8:127-1383, 3 pls. Santiago.

Herrera, J. & T. Howarth. Genitalia de los tipos de Satyridae de Chile depositados
en el British Museum. Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 8:73-126, 29 figs. Santiago.

1970

Una especie y dos subespecies nuevas de Tatochila colectadas en la alta cordillera
de Antofagasta (Lepidoptera, Pieridae). Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 10:5-7, 21
figs. Santiago.

Herrera, J. & M. Etcheverry. Revalidacion de Butleria philippi (Butler) 1881 (Lepi-
doptera, Hesperiidae). Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. No. 10:65-71, 11 figs. Santiago.

1971

Mariposas comunes a Chile y Pert. (I Congreso Latinoamer. Entomol. Summary.)
Lima.

1972

Herrera, ]J. & M. Etcheverry. Mariposas comunes a Chile y Pert (Lepidoptera, Rho-
palocera). Rev. Peru. Entomol. (An. I Congr. Latinoamer, Entomol.) 15(1):72-74.
Lima.

Curso tedrico-practico de entomologia. 3rd ed., 365 pp., 50 pls. Editorial Universitaria,
Santiago.

1974

Auca delessei, n. sp. Especie gemela de Auca coctei Guerin; genitalia y cariotipos de
las spp. de Auca (Lepidoptera, Satyridae). Publ. Entomol. 11:22-32, pl. 1-7, 27 figs.
Santiago.

1977

Zoogeografia de las maripoas Sudamericanas de la rama “Tatochila—Phulia”. Resum.
VII Congr. Latinoamer. Zool.: 105-106. Tucuman.

Field, W. & J. Herrera. The pierid butterflies of the genera Hypsohila Ureta, Phulia
Herrich-Schiffer, Infraphulia Field, Pierphulia Field and Piercolias Staudinger.
Smithsonian Contrib. Zool. No. 232:1-64, 5 maps, 198 figs.

1981

Biologia de Cynthia carye Hiibner 1812, especie criptica de Cynthia annabella Field
1971 (Lepidoptera). IV Congreso Latinoamer. de Entomol. Actas del Congreso.

1982

La vida sylvestre. ;Se extinguin las mariposas en Chile? Academia No. 3. Publ. Cent.
Estud. Entomol. No. 12:205-238, figs. 1-49. Santiago.
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1983

Como animar un jardin; embellecerlo con mariposas. Primer Encuentro Cientifico
Sobre el Medio Ambiente Chileno. Vol. 1. 5 pp. 2 figs.

Herrera, J. & R. Covarrubias. Distribicion biogeografia del grupo Tatocheila (sic)—
Phulia (Lepidoptera: Pieridae). Res. Comm. Sci. IX Congr. Latinoamer. Zool., Are-
quipa, Pert.

1986

Prologo. Acta Entomol. Chilena 13:9-10. (A preface to the new journal replacing the
12 vols. of Publ. Cent. Estud. Entomol. of the Univ. of Chile.)

Pamperis poaoeneis Heimlich (Lep., Satyridae). Observaciones criticas y rectifica-
ciones de la venacion alar y genitalia de esta especie. Acta Entomol. Chilena 13:161-
166, figs. 1-15.

El profesor y las reformas. Rev. Educ., pp. 16-19. Ministerio de Educacion. Santiago.
Biologia de Cynthia carye (Hiibner) 1812, especie cryptica de C. annabella Field
1971 (Lepidoptera; Nymphalidae). Acta Entomol. Chilena 14:65-116, pls. 1-30.

1987

Herrera, J. & R. Cortés. Profesor Dr. Amador Neghme R. (1913-1987). Acta Entomol.
Chilena 14:231.

Herrera, J., R. Covarrubias & L. Opazo. Observaciones sobre larvas de Phoebis sennae
amphitrite (Feisthamel) 1893 (Lepidoptera). Acta Entomol. Chilena 14:183-186, figs.
1-3.

1989

Iconotipo de Cynthia carye (Hiibner, 1812) (Lepidoptera: Nymphalidae). Acta En-
tomol. Chilena 15:265-267, figs. 1-20.

Herrera, ]J. & V. Perez. Hallazgo en Chile de Stuardosatyrus williamsianus (Butler),
1886, y consideraciones sobrea el género (Lepidoptera: Satyridae). Acta Entomol.
Chilena 15:171-195, figs. 1-53.

Cortés, R. & J. Herrera. Antecedentes histéricos y bibliograficos para una historia de
la entomologia en Chile. Acta Entomol. Chilena 16:297-322.

1991

Herrera, J., C. MacNeill & J. Atria. Revision taxonomica del género Butleria (Lepidop-
tera: Hesperiinae). Acta Entomol. Chilena 16:201-246, tabs., figs., maps 1-3, pls. 1-
15.

Fotografias del hermafrodita Quilaphoetosus janiriodes (Blanchard) (Lepidoptera:
Satyridae). Acta Entomol. Chilena 16:277-278, figs. 1-9.

Date of Issue (Vol. 46, No. 3): 10 November 1992
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ADDENDUM ET CORRIGENDUM TO VOLUME 46
ADDENDUM TO MACNEILL (1992)

In his recent obituary of Pepe Herrera, MacNeill (1992, J. Lepid. Soc. 46:248-254)
inadvertently omitted Herrera’s last publication. It should be cited as follows:

Jonnson, K., L. D. MILLER & Jost HERRERA G. 1992. Eiseliana and Heoda, high
Andean and austral genera of the Neotropical Eumaeini (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae).
Atca Entomol. Chileana 17:107-146.

KURT JOHNSON, Department of Entomology, American Museum of Natural History,
Central Park West at 79th Street, New York, New York 10024.

CORRECTION TO MATHER & MUNROE (1992)
In Mather and Munroe (1992, J. Lepid. Soc. 46:159-160), the generic name Hileithia

(Pyralidae) was misspelled twice in the text as “Hiliethia.” The editor apologizes for this
mistake.

Date of Issue (Vol. 47, No. 3): 26 August 1993



	1992-46(3) 233-254 General Notes.pdf
	1993-47(3) 236-260 General notes copy.pdf



