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from two causes, and larvae ultimately died from inability to pass food through their
bodies.

I eventually found that it was easy to pull away adhering eggshells from day-old
larvae with fine-tipped entomological forceps. Lepidopterists rearing rare species from
limited supplies of eggs should be alert to this readily avoided loss.

C. BROOKE WORTH, Eldora, Cape May Co., R. D. Delmont, New Jersey 08314.
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JACKH COLLECTION OF MICROLEPIDOPTERA
TO THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION

With substantial assistance from the United States Department of Agriculture, the
Smithsonian Institution has recently acquired a major collection of European Micro-
lepidoptera. Begun in 1923, the Eberhard Jackh collection now totals more than 53,000
superbly prepared specimens. The collection is especially strong for the middle Eu-
ropean fauna with more than 90% of the known species represented. Mr. Jackh also
collected extensively in northern Italy, Yugoslavia, as well as the United States, and
has exchanged specimens widely with colleagues from other European countries. Some
of the major groups of Lepidoptera particularly well represented in the collection are
the Pyraloidea (9000 specimens), Tortricoidea (12,000 specimens), Gelechioidea
(10,000 specimens) and Tineoidea (6000 specimens).

The quality standards of the Jackh’s collection are unsurpassed. Mr. Jackh’s metic-
ulous technique of spreading live specimens, anesthetized by ether, undoubtedly pro-
duces the finest results. All specimens are not only expertly spread but are also fully
labelled and identified. The scientific value of the collection is further enhanced by
the presence of more than 7500 genitalic preparations. Approximately 30 holotypes and
several hundred paratypes are included, and these numbers are steadily growing as
Mr. Jackh continues his studies.

Closely associated with the main collection are extensive reference card files and a
well-documented library, including an annotated catalogue of the European Microlep-
idoptera. The latter is supplemented by copious photographs of adults and genitalic
dissections. Also included in the library is a synoptic leaf mine herbarium representing
the hosts from many of Mr. Jackh’s rearings.

Eberhard Jackh was born in 1902 and was early influenced by E. Martin Herring,
who first instructed him in Microlepidoptera. Although professionally employed as an
aeronautical engineer until his retirement in 1967, Mr. Jackh, since 1923, devoted as
much time as possible to his “second profession,” entomology. From 1946 until 1967
he was honorary curator of entomology at the Ubersee Museum in Bremen, West
Germany. During his varied career, he has published more than 50 entomological
papers. Mr. Jackh now resides with his wife Inge in the small village of Hormanshofen
in Bavaria. Supported by a duplicate portion of the collection temporarily retained by
him, Mr. Jackh continues to enlarge and improve the collection as well as to complete
several research papers.

DoNALD RAaY Davis, Chairman, Department of Entomology, Smithsonian Institu-
tion, Washington, D.C. 20560.





