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SCREECH OWL PREYS ON PERIDOMA PLECTA (NOCTUIDAE)

As part of a long term study of populations and mortality of the Screech Owl
(Otus asio) 1 collected a vehicle killed specimen near Oxford, Connecticut on 4 May
1976. Routine measurements were taken and stomach contents analyzed. Eight
larvae of the Flame-shouldered Dart, Peridroma plecta L. (Noctuidae) were found
among the owl’s stomach contents. The P. plecta larvae were fresh and readily
identifiable, suggesting that the owl was killed shortly after feeding, but before
digestion had begun. Although Bent (1938, U.S. Nat. Hist. Mus. Bull. 168. 482 p.)
and others have recorded a variety of Lepidopteran adults and larvae as occasional
Screech Owl prey, this constitutes the first record of such for noctuid species. This
observation indicates the susceptibility of noctuid larvae to efficient nocturnal
predators. It also provides absolute evidence that at least one species of large, avian
raptor will feed opportunistically on available insect larvae.
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