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PERCY HEATH HOBART GHAY 

1891-1971 

It is with deep regret that we record the death on October 11th, 1971, 
of Dr. P. H. H. Gray, a Charter Member of the Lepidopterists' Society, 
and for some years a member of the Entomological Society of Canada 
and the Entomological Society of Quebec. 

He was born in Woodland Heights (Richmond), Virginia, on November 
21st, 1891, and studied in England at Oxford, (M.A.) and London Uni­
versity (D.Sc.). In 1920 he joined the staff of the Bacteriology Depart­
ment, Rothamstcd Experimental Station, England, and in 1929 became 
Professor and Chairman of the Department of Agl'lcultural Bacteriology, 
Macdonald College of McGill University, Stc. Anne de Bellevue, P.Q., 
Canada. During the course of almost 30 years prior to his retirement in 
1957, his research output was considerable, concerning mainly the ac­
tivities of soil microorganisms towards cellulose, urea and pesticides and 
a great many scientific papers were published in this connection. For 
many years Dr. Gray guided numerous students who trained in micro­
biology and who now hold important positions acros~; Canada. 

During this period, Dr. Gray found time for and took a great interest 
in entomology, developing a good local collection of Lepidoptera, col­
lected for the most part in his garden at Baie d'Urfe, P.Q., and in the 
surrounding woods and fields. His careful collecting produced several 
species not previously recorded for the Province of Quebec. He published 
some 25 papers on Lepidoptera. He was also a proficient classical scholar, 
and his quiet wit was at its best in many verses which he composed and in 
his letters to friends. 

Shortly after retiring he movcd to Nova Scotia, purchasing a home 
outside Digby, where he resided and continued with his interest in ento­
mology until the time of his death. Our deepest sympathy is extended 
to his wife and son. 
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