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NOTES ON INDIA N BIRDS. VII. * 

S. DILLO N RIPLEY 

Pycnonotus leucogenys (Gray) 

In my forthcoming hand-list of Indian birds, I have treated 
the White-cheeked Bulbuls as belonging to a single species. I 
have been interested, therefore, to read a disquisition on this 
interesting problem by Vaurie (1958, Amer. Mus. Novit.'No. 
1869:14-15) whose conclusions differ from mine. Pycnonotus 
leucogenys leucogenys is a sprightly, cockaded bulbul which 
ranges along the Himalayas from extreme eastern Afghanistan 
at medium altitudes up to 8000 feet, following the main river 
valleys such as the Kunar, Jhelum, etc., moving into such mar-
ginal areas as Hazara and Chitral with the advent of warm 
weather. Thence it extends east to Nepal, Sikkim and Assam 
north of the Brahmaputra River. I t is a wandering species where-
ever it occurs in the northwest, addicted to cultivated areas 
and moving with the seasons. The distribution in the higher 
latitudes of its range (above 33° N. lat.) seems to be a mar-
ginal fluctuating one, implying that the species has reached 
the limi t of its ecotolerance and is probably subject to sporadic 
occurrences and numerical fluctuations in this area. Such be-
havior may be shown some day to account for the two ques-

*The preceding number in this series appeared in PostUla, No. 20, July 9, 1954. 
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tioned sight records of Zarudny in the Tadzhik S.S.R. They 
may have been vagrants or strays during a warm weather post-
breeding wandering season. 

Whistler (unpublished MSS and Popular Handbook of In-
dian Birds, 1941, and subsequent dates) speaks of this form as 
occurring in Afghanistan, although he doubts its occurrence 
in his subsequent publication on Afghanistan (1944, Jour. 
Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. 4^:518) ; Baker also records it (1922, 
Fauna Brit. India, Birds, 1:390). The Afghan population has 
recently been described as a new subspecies, picru, by Koelz 
(1954, Contrib. Inst. Regional Exploration, No. 1:11) who 
collected a series near Laghman in extreme east Afghanistan in 
May, 1957. My own feeling is that these birds may well have 
recently arrived as summer visitors to the area from the lower 
valleys to the east. They do not appear to be separable from 
populations farther to the east, vide Vaurie, op. cit. supra, and 
Traylor (in litt. ) who kindly examined specimens in the Chica-
go Museum for me. 

Pycnonotus leucogenys leucotis is a lowland form, reaching 
6000 feet in warm weather in the Kandahar area, more addicted 
to dry arid localities in tropical dry deciduous and semi-desert 
as well as desert facies. Like leucogenys, however, it frequents 
cultivated areas and spreads with the spread of gardens and 
groves, probably thereby extending its range. This form is 
the common White-eared Bulbul of West Pakistan and western 
India extending north to Kandahar and southern Afghanistan. 
West, the species extends to Iran, Iraq, and Arabia. P. I. 
leucotis lacks a crest and, therefore, appears quite distinct 
from leucogenys, especially in museum skins. Dr. Bowdler 
Sharpe was, at one time, inclined to separate the two forms into 
different genera (vide Whitehead, 1909, Ibis .113). My own 
reaction when I first saw leucotis and leucogenys separately in 
the fiekj was that although in habits and behavior they were 
identical, nonetheless they were recognizable in terms of plum-
age differences as separate species. 

However, there is an intermediate population which occurs 
at exactly the meeting place of the two forms, the upper Indus 
River in North West Frontier Province of West Pakistan in 
the Bannu and Kohat districts where the Kabul River joins 
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the Indus. This popu la t ion has been discussed by Whi tehead 
(1909, op. cit .112-11^) under the name Molpastes leucogenys. 
H e does not seem to have been aware t h at he was discussing 
Pycnonotus leucogenys humii which differs from leucogenys in 
possessing a blackish head with reduced olive wash on the back. 
The range of humii, which was described by Oates in 1889 
(Fauna Brit. India, Birds, 1:274), extends up the Kabul River 
at least to Ja l a l abad thence east in Bannu and Kohat d ist r ic ts 
to Cambellpur and Rawalp indi, Jhelum and the Salt Range of 
West Pun jab. 

Vaurie, on the basis of one specimen (1958, op. cit:16), has 
given a key to the species which implies t hat humii is closer to 
leucotis and so should be listed with i t . Specimens in the Yale 
Collection and others I have examined in London show that 
Vaurie's descript ion is at fault and t h at humii is, in fact, an 
intermediate. 

Vaurie's charac ters are as follows: 

size 

color 

leucogenys 

"larger, more 
robust, distinct-
ly larger bill 
with more 
strongly devel-
oped rictal 
bristles" 

"greenish on the 
back and rump 
in fresli 
plumage" 

leucotis 

smaller 

"grayish 
brown" in fresh 
plumage 

humii 

small, but with 
a "slightly lar-
ger" bill than 
leucotis 

"identical with 
nominate 
leucotis" 

[The above is not suppor ted by the evidence. Typ ical leuco-
tis has a smaller bill , but when the western, Pers ian Gulf forms 
are compared, their size becomes equal to leucogenys. As is so 
often the case with chains of subspecies, near ly contiguous forms 
tend to have more pronounced size differences than those more: 
spat ia l ly separated.] 

[The above is not entirely accurate. The intermediate humii, 
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in fresh plumage, has a faint greenish-olive tinge on the back, 
exactly intermediate between leucogenys and leucotis.] 

crest 

leucogenys 

"narrowly 
edged with 
white . . . more 
conspicuous 
above the eye 
thus forming a 
distinct super-
ciliary streak" 

leucotis 

"no c res t .. . not 
edged . . . no 
streak" 

humii 

"crest feathers 
black, not edged 
with white . . . 
broader and 
rounded" 

[The above does not entirely describe the situation in humii 
which has the feathers of the head exactly intermediate between 
the condition of leucogenys and leucotis, the feathers slightly 
lanceolate but somewhat broader, with pale edgings to the 
feathers above and behind the eye and a distinct short white 
superciliary streak, more prominent in some specimens than 
others.] 

crown color "brown" "black" "black" 

[I n humii the crest feathers are brownish black, not pure 
black.] 

I would prefer to list the variations in these forms as follows: 

leucogenys 

humii 

leucotis 

Crest 

long, 
. brown 

moder-
ate, 

brown-
ish-

black 

lack-
ing, 

black 

Super-
ciliary 
Streak 

present 

present 
but 

reduced 

lacking 

Back 
Color 

greenish-
olive 
brown 

dull 
olive 
brown 

grayish-
brown 

Cheek 
Patch 

smallest 

inter-
mediate 

largest 

Blackish 
edging to 
feathers 
at nape 

present 

present 

nearly 
absent 

Vent 

lemon 
yellow 

lemon 
yellow 

chrome 
yellow 
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From the above it wil l be seen that humii occupies the posi-
tion of an intermediate in morphological characters, and occurs 
in the area where the ranges of leucogenys and leucotis meet. 
As the form has intermediate and recognizable characters and 
possesses a discrete range, it would appear to qualify by every 
conservative definition as a subspecies linking two adjacent 
subspecies. 

The possibility must not be neglected that humii is a hybrid, 
as Vaurie has noted. If i t can be shown to be a hybrid, then it 
is strange that the 30-odd specimens which have been collected 
have not shown a great deal more variation. I t could be that 
this is a case of interspecific hybridization as shown by Meise 
(1936, Jour. f. Orn., 5^:631-672) for two species of Passer 
in the Mediterranean, or Chapin (1948, Evolution, £ :l 11-126) 
for Paradise Flycatchers, Terpsiphone species in Africa. Both 
these cases have been due perhaps to disturbance of the en-
vironment. Similarly, in Ceylon (1946, Spolia Zeylanica, 
#.£:218-220), I have described hybridization in two well marked 
subspecies of Drongos. Bulbuls hybridize in the area, witness 
the hybrid specimens taken in Bannu District:, between Pycno-
notus leucogenys leucotis and Pycnonotus cafer intermedins. 

I believe, however, that in this case humii represents a stable 
form, possibly derived from an original hybridization between 
two rather morphologically different ancestors, possibly merely 
one of a series of widely spaced steps in a discontinuous cline 
of originally geographically isolated and spatially evolved sub-
species. Should the former supposition, with its implication of 
a stabilized hybrid swarm seem feasible, it would provide a most 
interesting subject of experimental study, as worthy of re-
search as the provocative population known as the Marianas 
Mallard, Anas oustaleti, which has been described as a possible 
hybrid swarm by Yamashina, (1947, Pacif. Set. 71:121-124). 

T H E NAM E OF THE WHITE-HEADED BABBLER 

The names of the White-headed Babbler and its close rela-
tive, the Bombay Babbler or Jungle Babbler from Ceylon and 
Peninsular India have been the subject of considerable con-
fusion over the years. 
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Jerdon (1863, Bds: of India, 8:59-63) listed the then-known 
forms of these babblers from India as: Malacocircus terricolor 
Hodgson from Bengal, the Nepal lowlands or terai and ad-
jacent areas; Malacocircus griseus (Gmelin), in the Carnatic, 
with perhaps a closely allied form, M. affinis Jerdon, in the 
south of Malabar; Malacocircus malaharicus Jerdon in the 
Peninsula, and Malacocircus somervillei (Sykes) in Bombay. 
He mentions M. striatus Swainson of Ceylon which he says is 
very close to terricolor. 

Gates (1889, Fauna of Brit. India, Birds, 1:110-114) lists 
Crater opus canorus (Linnaeus) for the whole of India, with 
Crater opus griseus (Gmelin) in Southern India, Crateropus 
striatus (Swainson) in Ceylon, and Crateropus somervillii 
(Sykes) in the Western Ghats. This is the same arrangement 
as that of Sharpe, (1883, Cat. Bds. Brit. Mus., 7:480-483) 
who listed the same four species with equivalent ranges. 

More recently, Baker (1922, Fauna Brit. India, Birds, 
1:190-195) listed three species with added subspecies for the 
area: 1) Turdoides terricolor terricolor (Hodgson) in north-
ern India to Bengal, Turdoides terricolor malaharicus (Jer-
don) in southern India, Turdoides terricolor sindianus (Tice-
hurst) in West Pakistan and western India; 2) Turdoides gri-
seus griseus (Gmelin) in southern India north only to a line from 
Ellore, Secunderabad and Belgaum, and Turdoides griseus 
striatus (Swainson) in Ceylon; 3) Turdoides somervillei 
(Sykes) from Bombay south to Travancore. So in a period of 
fifty-nine years, these babblers had been reduced from five spe-
cies to three, with at least eight names being used for the 
various forms. 

In volumes 7 and 8 of his work (1930), Baker introduced 
two additional names for the first time (pp. 36, 601). These 
were the substitute name Turdus polioplocamus Oberholser, 
1920, a new name for Turdus griseus Gmelin, preoccupied 
by Turdus griseus of Boddaert 1783. In addition he listed 
Turdoides striatus (Dumont) 1823, an earlier name than T\ 
striatus of Swainson, 1832, and gave to it the type locality 
of Ceylon. 

Unfortunately, Baker had apparently not consulted either 
the original volume of Levrault's Dictionnaire from which 
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Dumont's name came, nor the valuable early work of Jerdon, 
1847, Illustrations of Indian Ornithology. In the latter volume 
(text to plate X I X ) Jerdon discusses M. striatus Swainson 
from Cylon and says: 

" I t was founded on a Ceylon species which Mr. Swainson 
identified with a bird in the Paris Museum labelled Gracula 
striata. I t is Cossyphus striatus of Dumeril (Blyth), and 
Philanthus striatus of Lesson. 

" I t is not impossible, however, that the striatus of the 
French Museum is one of the allied species, either terricolor, 
malabaricus, or orient\alis, which Swainson might have readily 
enough mistaken for it. Lesson says it was from Bengal; if 
so it is probably terricolor." 

The most recent and far more biologically interesting treat-
ment of these species is that of Whistler and Kinnear (1936, 
Jour. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc. #5:737-741) who point out that 
there are in fact two species involved. One is the Jungle Bab-
bler which ranges from West Pakistan and northern India in 
the Himalayan foothills, Nepal, east to Bengal and western 
Assam, and south throughout the Peninsula. The second spe-
cies is the White-headed Babbler which occurs in Peninsular 
India as far north as Belgaum on the west, Chanda in the 
center, and Andhra in the east to the border of Bastar. In 
Ceylon also, the White-headed Babbler occurs with, in addition, 
the Rufous Babbler, which is combined nowadays with the 
Indian Jungle Babbler as a well marked subspecies. In the 
species somervillei, Whistler and Kinnear recognize four sub-
species: sindianus (Ticehurst), terricolor (Blyth), malabari-
cus (Jerdon) and somervillei (Sykes). In the species striatus 
they list polioplocamus Oberholser and striatus (Dumont). 
Later Whistler (1944, Spolia Zeylanica, ##:131), discussing 
the species striatus, reintroduces the name affinis (Jerdon) for 
the Indian Peninsular race of the species, without saying that 
he evidently considers this an earlier name than that of Ober-
holser, as a substitute for the name griseus (Gmelin), pre-
occupied. 

Out of this history of varying nomenclature and usage, one 
fact emerges. North of the Peninsula proper of India, in areas 
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such as Bengal, only one form of this babbler occurs; it is the 
one which has normally been named terricolor, ascribed either 
to Hodgson or Blyth, but of whose proper appelation Jerdon 
(1845, op. cit.) had expressed a doubt. 

The original description of Dumont (1823, Diet. Sci. Nat. 
[ed. Levrault], 29:268) is of a bird which he calls Cossyphus 
striatus and of which he remarks that several individuals have 
been received, collected in "Bengale" by Mace and Dussumie^r, 
their size being that of a common thrush, and their color domi-
nantly reddish gray. One specimen has some brown transverse 
striations on the breast, and among the others the striations 
are longitudinal and paler. 

In response to a query about specimens at the Paris Museum, 
Professor Berlioz has kindly written me as follows (in litt. ) : 

"We have in our old mounted collection a specimen which 
possibly might have been the type of Dumont's description; 
but nothing is more doubtful as, in the register, it bears only 
the mention 'type' (but of which author?) and, without any 
label, the only mention, underneath—by a comparatively re-
cent handwriting—'Bengale, Mace' . . . the head certainly 
does not show any sign of lighter, whitish color in front, and 
the culmen (18 mill.) is intermediate in size between our 
long-billed specimens from the Central Provinces in India 
and the short-billed from Southern India and Ceylon. 

"However, the most obvious remark is that it is not the 
typical white-headed bird with short bill from Ceylon; but 
nothing can be ascertained about it being Dumont's type of 
Cossyphus striatus." 

The above at least determines that in fact Cossyphus stria-
tus as defined by Dumont came from Bengal (where only one 
species occurs), and that the sole specimen remaining of those 
collected by Mace corresponds to the Jungle Babbler, a bird 
approximately the size of a Thrush (over-all length 250 milli -
meters approximately), upper plumage brown, rather reddish 
brown on the head and rump, slightly fulvous on the upper tail-
coverts, the back with dark streaks and paler shaft-stripes; 
tail brown, tipped paler and cross-rayed; lores whitish with a 
narrow black line above them, breast and underparts, fulvous-
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ashy to whitish, the sides tinged with brown. As lectotype, I 
select the specimen Paris Museum No. 8.614 labelled " type" 
from "Bengale" collected by Mace. 

The following forms of Jungle and White-headed Babbler 
should thus be listed in India and Ceylon: 

Turdoides striatus (Dumont) : Bombay Babbler 
or Jungle Babbler. 

Pakistan, India and Nepal. 
Turdoides striatus sindianus (Ticehurst). 

Crateropus Terricolor sindianus Ticehurst, 1920, Bull . Brit . Orn. CI., 
40:156. (Karachi, Sind.) 

Range.—West Pakistan south to India in Kutch, Rajasthan and Del-
hi, intergrading south of this line into neighboring subspecies. 

Turdoides striatus orientalis (Jerdon). 
M.(alacocircus) orientalis Jerdon, 1847, 111. Ind. Orn. text to pi. 19. 

("jungles of the Carnatic and more especially among those of the 
Eastern Ghauts," hereby restricted to Horsleykonda, west of Nel-
lore.) 

Range.—Intergrades with the preceding form in the littl e Rann of 
Kutch and Saurashtra, thence northeast to Agra, south and east to 
Narbada River, M.P., intergrades with striatus along the Jumna 
River in northwestern M.P. and southern U.P. and a line southeast 
to the Godavari Delta; Madras, Mysore. 

Turdoides striatus somervillei (Sykes). 
Timalia Somervillei Sykes, 1832, Proc. Zool. Soc. London:88. 

("Ghauts" = Bombay Ghats). 
Range.—Bombay State from Surat Dangs south along the coast, in-

tergrading with the following form in Go a. 

Turdoides striatus malabaricus (Jerdon). 
M.(alacocircus) malabaricus Jerdon, 1847, III.  Ind. Orn. text to pi. 19. 

("forests of Malabar and on the sides of the Neilgherries" = Tra-
. vancore vide Whistler 1935, J.B.N.H.S., 38:12.) 

Range.—Western Mysore and Goa where it intergrades with the pre-
ceding form, south through western coastal Mysore and Kerala, in-
tergrading with orientalis at Tenmalai near the Ariankivu gap. 

Turdoides striatus striatus (Dumont). 
Cossyphus striatus Dumont, 1823, Diet. Sci. Nat. (ed. Levrault), 
" #3:268. (Bengale)

. . M. (alacocercus) terricolor "Hodgson" = Blyth, 1844, Jour. Asiat. 
Soc. Bengal, 13:367. ' (Nepal.) 

Range.—Northern and eastern India from U.P., Jumna River east 
 through the Nepal terai along the Himalayan foothills to Assam, 

..as far as. Dibrugarh, southeast in the drainage of the Ganges and 
Brahmaputra rivers in West Bengal and East Pakistani to Orissa, 
Andhra, and the-Godavari delta. 
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Turdoides striatus rufescens (Blyth). 
M. (alacocercus) rufescens Blyth 1847, Jour. Asiat. Soc. Bengal, 

16:4,53. (Ceylon) 
Range.—Low country wet zone and southwestern hill zone of Ceylon. 

Turdoides affinis (Jerdon) : White-headed Babbler 

Peninsular India and Ceyon. 

Turdoides a finis affinis (Jerdon). 
M. (alacocircus) affinis Jerdon, 1847, III.  Ind. Om. text to pi. 19. 

(peninsula = Kanara dist., Mysore, restricted herewith.) 
M. (alacocircus) Elliotti  Jerdon, 1847, III.  Ind. Om. text to pi. 19. 

(Travancore) 
Turdoides polioplocamus Oberholser, 1920, Proc. Biol. Soc. Washing-

ton, 33:84>. New name for Turdus griseus Gmelin, 1789 (Coroman-
del Coast, India), nee Turdus griseus Boddaert, 1783. 

Range.—From eastern Bombay (Chanda) and the Godavari River 
Valley (Ellore and Dumagudiam) south through Andhra, Madras, 
Mysore, and the drier parts of Kerala to Cape Cormorin, and on 
the west coast from Mangalore north to the Gaprabha River. 

Turdoides affinis taprobanus subsp. nov. 
Malacocircus striatus Swainson 1833, Zool. Illu s ser. 2, 3, pi. 127 and 

text. (Ceylon.) nee Cossyphus striatus Dumont 1823 = Turdoides 
s tria tus ( Dumont). 

Range.—Ceylon. 

Remarks.—This form differs from the Peninsula population as pointed 
out by Whistler (1944, Spolia Zeylanica 23:131) having a much grayer 
wash on the head and body, and with reduced or absent subterminal 
blackish spots. In addition, Ceylon specimens lack the grayish-white 
heads, characteristic for the birds of southern India. 

There is a tendency for Ceylon birds to be larger than South In-
dian birds; wing: 104.5-110 mm. vs. 98-104 mm. in the Y.P.M. series. 
Whistler and Kinnear (1936, Jour. Bombay Nat. Hist. Soc, 36:739) 
give measurements for Peninsula birds from 94.5-109 mm., so it may 
be that there is too much overlap to be significant. 

Type.—Y.P.M. No. 20220, $ ad. collected 13 September, 1950, by 
S. Dillon Ripley at Alawna, Ceylon. 

Certhia himalayana Vigors 

In the Bulletin of the British Ornithogists9 Club, (4<%, 1922, 
p. 140) Col. Meinertzhagen states that the type of Vigor's 
Certhia himalayana "was undoubtedly collected in either Garh-
wal or Kumaon," and that the specimen from Pushut, Afghani-
stan designated as " type" in Gadow's handwriting in the Brit -
ish Museum collection, probably done when he was writing the 
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British Museum Catalogue, Volume 8, must be disregarded. 
Meinertzhagen then goes on to name the extreme northern and 
northwestern Himalayan population as Certhia himalayana 
limes, a name which is considered valid today. 

Two years later, Ticehurst and Whistler, (1924, Ibis'A68-
473) discussing the area in which Vigor's birds were secured, 
stated that the principal collection came from the western 
Himalayas which "for our purpose must be considered as the 
area of Gahrwal (sic) and Kumaon, from Simla to the Nepalese 
border." They specifically state that there were no birds from 
Nepal in the collection. 

I t would thus seem that under the International Rules as 
amended at Paris and Copenhagen, 1948 and 1953, Col. Mein-
ertzhagen's action in stating that Vigor's specimens must have 
come from Garhwal or Kumaon, can be interpreted as that of 
a first revisor, (see proposed Draft of the Regies by Professor 
Bradley, 1957, Bull. Zool. Nomencl. 11  ̂(1 /6) :115-116, Articl e 
17, "Localities of Origin"). However, it would appear in view 
of the vagueness of Col. Meinertzhagen's ascription of locality 
and the fact that in 1830 when the collection came to Vigor's 
hand the geographical area from Garhwal to Kumaon could 
include the entire sweep of hills from Simla to the Nepal 
border, exclusive of the independent Raja's Hil l States, that 
Messrs. Ticehurst's and Whistler's action of 1924 of narrow-
ing the type locality to the Simla-Almora district is perfectly 
valid and proper. Such an action is envisaged in Paragraph 
(a) (3) of the Bradley Draft (op. cit.) . . . "priority shall 
apply between two or more authors attempting to establish a 
designated typical locality for a species, but subsequent re-
striction of a designated typical locality shall be allowable.9'' 

I thus feel that Ticehurst and Whistler's action is correct in 
this instance, and that they have validly restricted the type lo-
cality of Certhia himalayana Vigors to Simla-Almora district, 
as it is understood today in strict political terms. 

Vaurie (1957, Amer. Mus. Novit., No. 1855:13) discusses 
this species and points out that Meinertzhagen's action ante-
dates that of Ticehurst and Whistler, but does not attempt to 
re-restrict or designate a more specific type locality, apparently 
being unaware of the vagueness, especially in the usage of the 
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1830's of such a term as "Garhwal and Kumaon." He 
also casts doubt on my naming (Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington 
63:106) of a darker population, Certhia himalayana infima 
from western Nepal, from whence it had not with certainty 
been previously recorded. (There is a Hodgson specimen, an 
immature bird labelled "Nepal," in the British Museum collec-
tion, of uncertain attribution and useless for subspecific analy-
sis.) I t would seem appropriate in view of the existence of 
comparative material at neighboring institutions for Vaurie to 
have borrowed specimens in order to compare them critically as, 
so far as I know, the American Museum of Natural History 
collection lacks material of this species from Nepal or eastern 
Kumaon. However, Vaurie, accepting a vague type locality of 
"Garhwal and Kumaon," merely states that with such a type 
locality, "the cline is not sufficiently steep to warrant in my 
opinion the nomenclatural separation of the population from 
western Nepal from that of neighboring Kumaon or Garhwal. 
I consider infima a synonym of nominate himalayana" 

In this connection, it seems appropriate to record that Rand 
and Fleming (1957, "Birds from Nepal," Fieldianai/jOiAogy, 
^ / ( 1 ) : 121, working with actual specimens, state: "We have 
three Mussoorie birds . . . for comparison. The Nepal birds 
are darker on the flanks, back and tail, supporting Ripley's 
description for C. h. infirma" [sic: infima]. Mussoorie is cer-
tainly within the vague general locality of Garhwal and Ku-
maon, and their specimens should serve as a comparative series 
within the range as defined by any of these authors. I am in 
consequence listing infima as a valid subspecies in my Indian 
hand-list, and accepting the Ticehurst and Whistler restricted 
type locality for the nominate subspecies. 


