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Note to Subscribers, Authors and 

Associate Editors 

History. For many years prior to 1937, Professor Albert E. Parr, then 
Director of the Bingham Oceanographic Foundation, felt that there was a 
distinct need in this country for a publication that would serve as a vehicle 
for short articles on "marine biology and oceanography". In 1937 these aspira-
tions were realized with establishment of the Sears Foundation through 
generous gifts from Mr. Henry Sears. The primary function of the Sears 
Foundation, then as now, has been publication of the Journal of Marine 
Research and Memoirs of the Sears Foundation. 

The Journal of Marine Research is an outlet for short articles, occasionally 
for longer ones, dealing with any aspect of scientific marine investigation having 
a direct or indirect bearing on problems of the sea, excepting only papers on 
systematics1 • Thus it is intended that the Journal of Marine Research dis-
seminate information pertaining to all subjects related to the ocean. In serving 
the various branches of oceanography, the Journal advances all areas by ac-
quainting those in one area with problems and developments in the numerous 
other areas. Generally the Journal of Marine Research publishes articles that 
are either theoretical or descriptive. 

While this publication is intended primarily to serve the needs of Oceano-
graphy in North America, its pages are open to contributors from all countries. 
For practical purposes, all papers are published in English only, and a foreign 
author should so prepare his paper. 

x While such papers are also essential in advancing oceanography, it is felt that there are already 
sufficient outlets in specialized journals and institutional publications to handle them. Furthermore, 
Memoirs of the Sears Foundation, of which two parts have been published, deals extensively with the 
systematics of fishes. 
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Papers are generally submitted directly to the Editor, but they may also be 
directed to a member of the Editorial Board. The Sears Foundation for Marine 
Research, Yale University, as in the past, continues to be closely associated 
with, though separate from, the Bingham Oceanographic Foundation. The 
Sears Foundation offices are in the same building as the Bingham Oceano-
graphic Laboratory and the Editor's salary is paid by the latter department. 

Through Volume 17, slightly less than 44°/o of the cost of publishing only 
(excluding all overhead) has been financed by sales. The balance, somewhat 
more than 56°/o, has come from gifts from Mr. Henry Sears, from institutions 
and individuals for special issues, and from miscellaneous repayments. 

The Journal of Marine Research is available by subscription only, not by 
exchange. To this general rule there are but few exceptions, usually made 
at the discretion of the Editor or his associates. In a number of instances the 
Bingham Laboratory pays for certain subscriptions to obtain desired publications 
in exchange for its library. 

The Journal of Marine Research is widely distributed throughout the world 
although its subscription list is by no means large. All back issues of the Journal 
of Marine Research have been and continue to be available, with the volumes 
priced as follows: Volumes 1-12 at$ 3.00 per volume; Volumes 13-16 at 
$ 5.00 per volume; Volume 17 and subsequent volumes at$ 7.00 per volume. 
Postage is included in the subscription price. All volumes contain three num-
bers, excepting Volumes I and 14, which contain four numbers. 

The 18 volumes that have been published to date contain a total of 5,735 
pages and 452 articles dealing with subjects that span the entire range of 
oceanography. On three occasions, with financial aid from other institutions 
and persons, special issues have been published. The Sverdrup 60th Anniversary 
(Volume 7, No. 3); An Oceanographic Convocation (Volume 14, No. 4); 
and recently the T. G. Thompson 70th Anniversary (Volume 17). These 
issues were prepared in collaboration with members of the following institutions: 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography; Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, 
The Office of Naval Research, The National Academy of Sciences; and the 
University of Washington. 

The original Editorial Board consisted of Albert E. Parr, Carl-G. Rossby, 
Harald U. Sverdrup, and Thomas G . Thompson. Subsequently additional 
members were invited to membership, and they included Columbus O'D Iselin, 
Daniel Merriman, Roger Revelle, Walter Munk, Dale Leipper and Donald 
Pritchard. Until 1942 Albert E. Parr served as Managing Editor, at which 
time he became chairman of the Editorial Board and transferred his duties as 
Managing Editor to the present Editor. 

Reorganization. For a number of years consideration has been given to re-
organization of the Journal of Marine Research, and in the spring of this year 
the present Editor requested the appointment by Yale University of an Ad-
visory Committee to examine the policies of the Sears Foundation and to take 
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such action as was deemed advisable and necessary to strengthen the Journal 
of Marine Research and Memoirs and to obtain financial support for their 
publication. This Committee at present consists of Vaughan T. Bowen (Woods 
Hole Oceanographic Institution), Daniel Merriman (Bingham Oceanogra-
phic Laboratory), Dayton Carritt (Massachusetts Institute of Technology), 
Giles Mead (Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard), and the present 
Editor. 

At its first meeting this spring, unanimous approval was given to the proposal 
that the Editorial Board be expanded and that the membership rotate every 
three years. The members of the present Editorial Board are listed on the 
inside front cover of this issue. Each year five new members will be invited to 
serve; thus the composition of the Board will change from year to year. The 
organization of the Editorial Board is informal, and it shall consist of as many 
editors as is deemed advisable to achieve competent handling of manuscripts 
and to obtain adequate subject, geographical and institutional representation. 

At this same meeting, unanimous approval was also given to the proposal 
that the Journal of Marine Research appear on a regular publication schedule. 
In the future, three numbers per volume per year will appear on 1 5 March, 
I 5 July, and I 5 November, and the issues will go to press I 5 July, I 5 No-
vember and 15 March, respectively. Authors submitting well prepared and 
acceptable manuscripts will have their papers printed and distributed in nine 
to twelve months. Eight months must normally be allowed for the printing 
stage; that is, from the time the papers are submitted to the printer until the 
issue is distributed. Oftentimes proofs must be submitted to authors in foreign 
countries, and such communication is time consuming. The Bianco Lunos 
Bogtrykkeri in Denmark will do the printing on a prescribed schedule 
and will distribute the issues from there. This company has already printed 
Volume I 7 and Volume I 8, Numbers 2 and 3. 

Most persons who are familiar with the Journal will note also that its face 
has been changed. The new designs were prepared by Lewis F. White in 
New York, and in the new format considerable economy is achieved. This 
is in line with other efforts to obtain an attractive and satisfactory publication 
at the lowest possible cost. 

Editorial Policy. To achieve publication of papers on schedule at the earliest 
possible date following submission, a high degree of cooperation is essential 
between editor, author and referee. However, prior to submitting his paper, 
the author can enhance the prospects of early publication by careful preparation 
of his manuscript. A "Note to Authors", giving suggestions that may aid 
him, is published on the inside rear cover. 

With the new schedule, only galley proofs will be submitted to the author, 
and emphasis is placed on the importance of checking the proofs carefully for 
either printer or author errors and returning them promptly. A note regarding 
treatment of his galley proofs will be submitted to an author with each set of 
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proofs. Failure of an author to return proofs by the date specified may cause 
delay of his publication. 

An author is provided with 50 free reprints with covers up to a total of 
I oo for two or more authors. These are shipped some time after the main 
issue is distributed. Authors and institutions may order additional reprints, 
either with or without covers, directly from the printer in Denmark. Orders 
should be addressed to the printer at the time the galleys are returned by the 
author. Please specify to the printer whether or not covers are desired. If the 
Journal of Marine Research cover is used, only charges for presswork and 
paper will be made against the author or institutions, but if a special cover is 
required, then composition costs are also added. The printer's address is as 
follows: 

Bianco Lunos Bogtrykkeri 
Otto M0nsteds Gade 3 
Copenhagen V, Denmark. 

Some of the members of the new Editorial Board have requested infor-
mation about their duties, and since the information may be of interest to 
others, it is included here. 

Each manuscript, whether it be the product of a member of the Editorial 
Board or of a nonmember, is reviewed by other referees who are not associated 
with the institution from which the paper emanates. In short, each paper that 
is submitted for publication is accorded the same treatment. For the most 
part papers are refereed by Editorial Board members, but in some cases, the 
referee may wish to obtain opinions from his colleagues to assist him in arriving 
at a fair opinion. A referee's function in reviewing manuscripts is of paramount 
importance since the calibre of papers published depends in large measure on 
his judgement. Thus the Journal's reputation is in his hands to a great extent. 

Each paper will be reviewed by two persons, and in the case of contra-
dictory opinions, by a third person. Such procedure, while more time consuming, 
will assure an author of fair consideration. 

Each issue will consist of the best manuscripts available. Those not selected 
will be returned to their authors who may submit them elsewhere, or request 
they be considered for a following issue of the J ournal of Marine Research. 

If a paper is submitted directly to a member of the Editorial Board, the 
Editor should be advised regarding the paper's status when it is forwarded; 
that is, whether or not it has been read and whether or not it is acceptable 
to the associate editor in its present form. 

The referee, in forwarding his critique, is requested to submit it in duplicate 
with his covering letter, if it is possible. Thus one copy is available for the 
Editor's file, the other for the author. 

In the case of controversial conclusions, it is especially important that the 
Journal of Marine Research publish such contributions so long as they fall 
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within the scope of this journal. In other words, such a paper should not be 
rejected simply because of a referee's disagreement with the author. If it is 
an especially provocative paper which may stimulate accelerated activity in the 
field, then it would indeed be unfortunate to withhold publication. The re-
feree, or anyone else, may publish a rebuttal either independently or in co-
operation with the author. 

An author is entitled to know why his paper is rejected, and it is important, 
therefore, that a referee state clearly and concisely his reasons for rejection. 
An author is quite justified in being annoyed if he is simply advised that his 
paper is "not satisfactory for publication in its present state" or "is generally 
unacceptable." 

It is the responsibility of each referee to advise the Editor of any suggestions 
for improving an author's presentation - for example, omission of a significant 
reference, poor organization and development of his thesis, ambiguity, in-
clusion of extraneous data and material, verbosity, poor organization of graphs 
or tables, etc. In short, a paper should be so presented that readers of the Journal 
will be given the desired information with the least expenditure of time and 
effort. 

The referee may request anonymity, but he should not use it as a shield. 
Some authors, particularly those who are inexperienced in writing, deserve aid 
and encouragement provided the work warrants the time and attention. This 
obtains also in the case of foreign authors who are handicapped by language 
barriers. A sound and considered criticism can be very helpful to an author, 
and for the most part authors are grateful for suggestions. 

Each manuscript must be treated in the light of the reviewer's experience 
and perspective. A policy that is too rigidly defined can defeat, in part at least, 
the primary purpose of the Journal - dissemination of stimulating and creative 
work and thought. 

With the cooperation and help of authors, editors and referees, and with 
continued and increased support from subscribers, the Journal of Marine 
Research can and will continue its contributions to oceanography. Both finan-
cial support and confidence are necessary to achieve the desired objective -
a publication of uniformly high quality. 

I November 1960. 

Yngve H. Olsen 

Editor 


