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ATOPOTHOURES A. BLANCHARD: A SYNONYM OF 

GOYA RAGONOT (PYRALIDAE) 

A. BLANCHARD 

P.O. Box 20304, Houston, Texas 77025 

ABSTRACT. Atopothoures ovaliger A. Blanchard becomes Goya ovaliger (A. 
Blanchard), close to, but different from Goya stictella Hampson. 

Karan and Jay Shaffer, my wife and I went collecting, 17-24 May 1977, 
at the Welder Wildlife Foundation Refuge, near Sinton, Texas. Dr. 
Shaffer made a special effort to collect Peoriines and was well satisfied 
with the results of this h·ip. On their way back home the Shaffers 
spent an afternoon with us at Houston, so that he could examine my 
collection of Peoriines. This is when he discovered that what I had un
fortunately described as Atopothoures ovaliger (Blanchard, 1975) should 
have gone under the genus Goya Ragonot. 

The male genitalia of G. ovaliger are extremely close to those of G. 
stictella Hampson which is not too uncommon in Texas, but the two 

Figs. 1-5. Goya: 1-4, stictella: 1, male, Welder Wildlife Refuge, Sinton, San 
Patricio Co., Texas, 30 June 1975 (U.S.N.M.); 2, male genitalia of same (slide A.B. 
3828); 3, male genitalia of another male, same location, same date, (slide A.B. 
3827; 4, same enlarged to show gnathos. 5, ovaliger, EI Rancho Cima, Hays & Comal 
cos., Texas, 29 August 1975, slide A.B. 3826 enlarged to show gnathos. 
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species are definitely distinct. The habitus of C. ovaliger (Blanchard, 
1975, Figs. 1-4) is quite different from that of C. stictella (this paper, 
Fig. 1 and Shaffer, 1968, Fig. 23). The differences between their male 
genitalia are not so obvious. Fig. 2 shows the genitalia of C. stictella 
prepared in the conventional manner. In Fig. 3 they are prepared in 
the manner favored by Shaffer (1968, page 3). Figs. 4 (stictella) and 
5 (ovaliger) show the enlarged gnathos and the webs or ribs which sup
port its apical process from beneath; this is where the most obvious 
difference between the two species is to be found. Dr. Shaffer, who had 
the opportunity to look at many more specimens than I had, gave me 
the following information: "These ribs are provided in ovaliger with a 
double row of teeth (two or three to six in each row). In stictella the 
number of teeth per row varies from zero to two. Counting is com
plicated by the fact that in both species the size of the teeth varies from 
large and well developed ones to tiny, barely discernible nubbins." 
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PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOR IN AMPLYPTERUS GANNASCUS (SPHINGIDAE) 

During August 1974, I spent about two weeks collecting Lepidoptera on the 
grounds of the Inter-American Institute of Agricultural Sciences, approximately 
45 km SE of San Jose, Costa Rica (near the town of Turrialba). On two separate 
occasions I witnessed an interesting behavioral response in the sphingid Amplypterus 
gannascus (Stoll), which was common in the area. A few gannascus would some
times remain resting high up on the whitewashed walls of the Institute buildings 
until about 1000, having been attracted to these sites by the lights on the buildings 
the night before. In two cases it was possible to touch individuals by means of 
tossing a multi-segmented net about twelve feet long at them. The individuals 
responded to being touched by releasing their grip and sailing slowly to the 
ground in a slow spiralling descent, with their wings held rigidly in a swept-back 
V position. Once on the ground the moths remained passive in spite of being 
nudged, and only attempted to escape after being seized by hand. The appearance 
of this behavior was strikingly similar to the appearance of a dead leaf wafting 
to the ground from a tree, and would seem to be a behavioral adaptation to escape 
predators by imitating an unappetizing plant fragment. 

JEFF ROBB, Department of Museum Science, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, 
Texas 79403. 




