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THE PROPER SUBSPECIFIC NAME FOR SPEYERIA APHRODITE 

(NYMPHALIDAE) IN SOUTHWEST MANITOBA 

JOHN H. MASTERS 

5211 Southern Avenue, South Gate, California 90280 

The most recent revision of the genus Speyeria (dos Passos & Grey, 
1947) and the most recent checklist for Nearctic butterflies (dos Passos, 
1964) have designated the southwest Manitoba population of Speyeria 
aphrodite (Fabricius) as subspecies mayae (Gunder). The name mayae, 
as proposed by Gunder, is unavailable and the name manitoba (Chermock 
& Chermock) must be used instead. 

Jean D. Gunder described mayae (1932) as Argynnis aphrodite cypris 
transitional form mayae from a pair of specimens collected by Marjorie 
May at Sand Ridge, Manitoba. Under the provisions of the International 
Code of Zoological Nomenclature (1961), this name is unavailable as a 
species group name because it was proposed as a quadrinomial and be
cause the author's intent was to describe an aberrant form and not a 
subspecies. Gunder coined the term "transitional form" to be used to 
refer to those types of aberrations that he considered nameable. Gunder's 
holotype (Fig. 1, A & B) is a weird aberration of a sort that infrequently 
pops up in Speyeria. The Code provides, however, that although a name 
is unavailable when proposed, it can become available at a later date 
if elevated to a species group name. This was done when dos Passos & 
Grey (1947) elevated it to the subspecies rank. When a name is elevated 
in this manner it must take the date and the authorship of the elevation, 
in this case dos Passos & Grey 1947. 

In the meantime Chermock & Chermock (1940) described Speyeria 
aphrodite manitoba from the same locality: Sand Ridge, Manitoba. 
Their name has priority over mayae dos Passos & Grey. A typical looking 
male of Speyeria aphrodite manitoba is illustrated (Fig. 1, C & D). 

A very similar situation occurred with the southwest Manitoba prairie 
population of the Speyeria atlantis (Edwards) complex. Gunder (1927) 
described an aberrant as Argynnis lais tr. f. dennisi; this name being 
unavailable until being elevated by dos Passos & Grey (1947). Chermock 
& Chermock (1940) described Argynnis atlantis hollandi from nearby 
Riding Mountain, Manitoba. Their name, however, applies to the dark 
forest population of the Speyeria atlantis complex, and is not a subjective 
synonym of dennisi. It is my opinion that there are two species involved 
in what dos Passos and Grey call "Speyeria atlantis." The name dennisi 
is available then, but must be credited to dos Passos & Grey 1947. 
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Fig. 1. Specimens of Speyeria aphrodite: (A) holotype male, Argynnis aphrodite cypris tr. f. mayae Gunder, "Sand Ridge" Mani

toba, near Bener Dam Lake, 10 Sept. 1931, collected by Marjorie May; (B) underside of same specimen; (C) typical male, Speyeria 
aphrodite manitoba (Chermock & Chermock), Beulah, Manitoba, 14 Aug. 1939, collected by Jack Dennis; (D) underside of same 
specimen. Specimens are in the collection of the American Museum of ~atural History, New York City. All figures actual size. 
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In a discussion of these butterflies described from "Sand Ridge, 
Manitoba" some mention should be made as to the whereabouts of Sand 
Ridge; a locality that is not to be found on any map. Sand Ridge was a 
favored collecting locality of Jack May, Vern Harper and L. P. Baker 
and has become the type locality for a dozen taxa in Lepidoptera. The 
actual site is a gravel ridge, which was formed as a beach on glacial Lake 
Agassiz, 8 miles east of McCreary, Manitoba. Bener Dam Lake, a rather 
small impoundment is here. This locality is just east of Riding Mountain 
and is in western Manitoba. In the past many persons have placed "Sand 
Ridge" in the vicinity of the town of Sandilands or the Sandilands 
Provincial Forest Reserve. These are both in southeastern Manitoba on 
the other side of the Red River Valley/Lake Winnipeg divide that 
separates many species of Lepidoptera into eastern and western sub
species. It is very important then that anybody working with taxa de
scribed from Sand Ridge understand exactly where it is. 
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